Case xxx.

Projectile crash at Njutånger

Time: Saturday, July 20, at about 15.00 hours

Place: Långviken, Njutånger (county of Gävleborg).

”PROJECTILE CRASH ALSO IN NJUTÅNGER. On Saturday evening, a mysterious object, which with great noise came singing through the air, frightened several persons in Långviken - Njutånger. 

”When several people at about 15.00 hours on Saturday were by the road near the dwellings in Långviken, they suddenly caught sight of a smaller object with a white, glistening tail of about 4 decimeters behind, which at 20 meters altitude and with great speed crossed over the road and over the dwellings, peeled [Sw. skalade] off the leaves on the tops of a few birches and hit the lake, about 15 meters from shore. On the lake, which was completely calm, big waves arose as from a motor-boat, in an area of about 10 meters. A person who, immediately after the fall, went to the place by boat, only found a lot of leaves and papers floating.”

This case, published only by local media, was never noted by the Defence Staff.

Status: Meteor?

Source: Sundsvalls Tidning, July 23.

July 21: Editorial
Editorial from the Stockholms-Tidningen (St.T.) on July 21:

”THERE´S TOO MUCH FLYING AROUND IN THE SKY”

”Things are really getting too lively in the Swedish air territory. 

”We are not referring to the increasing air service which is something that nobody would object to. What we hint at is the mysterious traffic of more or less silvery objects that are reported to move about leaving a shower of sparks behind, and which are said to have crashed on several occasions on Swedish territory.

”These sightings cannot be blamed to be pure halluciantions - even if it is hot at the moment. Nor can these phenomena - due to certain circumstances - be dismissed as some kind of "ghost rockets" similar to those that were observed at the most impossible sites in Sweden shortly before the outbreak of the war.

”The most plausible fact - not very pleasant, however - is that somebody is using our air territory as a target shooting range for experiments with a type of missile similar to the German V1 which also paid us a number of calls during the experimental stage.

”Of course the origin of these objects is unknown. They have been noticed, however, to have a westerly course when passing Swedish territory.

”It would seem advisable that the Swedish government sent a polite inquiry to certain foreign governments, to ask them if they lack some stray missiles that have ended up on Swedish territory by mistake, and if so - we would appreciate if they could see to it that the dangerous missiles be equipped with suitable tether arrangements. It cannot be denied that there is a certain risk in having such objects flying over our heads.

”We do not actually know whether they are explosive or not but in those cases where they have been traced after a crash there has not been much  left of them which would indicate that they are programmed for self-destruction, at least at the moment of impact.

”But what would happen if they hit a house for example? In any case it is contrary to the people´s rights to do something like this without having asked permission. 

”The country - whoever it may be - who is experimenting with a secret weapon should learn from the following true story from the Republic of San Marino. Many years ago they decided to modernize their field artillery and so they ordered a modern battery from France.

”In order to be able to carry out trials with the new equipment, however, it was necessary for San Marino to use a couple of kilometres of the Italian territory as the territory of San Marino was not large enough. San Marino had to ask the government of  Italy for permission to borrow a piece of Italian territory for a few hours, and this was done through their diplomatic representation in Rome. The matter was settled in good neighbourship.

”Seriously speking - wouldn´t it be possible to contact those countries that could be supposed to be owners of the stray missiles and ask them for an investigation or even forward a protest to them?

”It seems one of the missiles has previously crashed into water somewhere in Norrland. Perhaps it can be retrieved and identified. Maybe the result will be as interesting as when one of the first V-bombers happened to fall down in Småland - and was sent to England for examination. But that is hardly probable - those who carry on with experiments of this kind in peacetime are most certainly careful enough not to expose anything but the principle of propulsion - which probably will be jet propulsion.

”There is also a chance that letters or figures will be found on the object which would clarify the mystery of origin. In that case one would assume that our government would consider it justified to demand an explanation from the foreign country in question.

”Pending the outcome of the investigation in Norrbotten - provided  there is something left to examine - one would wish that our government would make it clear that we do not wish to be the target of missile experiments.

”Those who are launching the missiles are probably keen to find out how far these things can be launched. Usually we are kind enough to give them this information by publishing details from various areas. Perhaps we should abstain from publishing details in order not to encourage further experiments.

”If the consignor does not gain any information from us he may find it more profitable to aim at some other direction, less populated but still suitable for studying the course of missiles. The open sea would, in our opinion, be a suitable area for such experiments, provided there are ships and aeroplanes available.

”International respect is worth maintaining even if it would be achieved at the expense of increased costs and some trouble. 

”Unless the government of country X wishes the experiments to cause as much publicity as possible in order to impress either country Y or country Z?

Translation credit: Telle Lilja
July 22: Oslo (Norway) editorial
Aftenposten (Oslo) wrote on July 22:

”THE ECHO OF THE DAY

”It seems that the authorities are quite perplexed at the objects flying over our territory in this beautiful summer. The reason could be that they wish to have one of the objects for examination and documentation, before diplomatic action is taken.

”People have seen and heard the missiles and some people have been forced to throw themselves on the ground in order not to get hit by them. One would consider that veritable enough. But to get hold of one of them is more difficult - they do not move at the speed of a fjord boat. They are moving as if they "had a rocket in the back" if this expression may be used about rockets.

”As regards the missiles that recently crashed in Mjösa they are probably impossible to recover as they are lying at a depth of 3-400 metres. Perhaps a diving bell could be used in this case.

”It seems, though, that nothing much is done at the moment except that constables are taking notes of observations in areas where exceptionally numerous sightings have been made. All over the country people are also recommended to keep an eye on the sky and to report their observations to the Defence staff. Many things of interest to an Einbu or a Störmer may come up.

”There will probably be new reports on observations which will not tell us more than we already know. And what if that would happen - what the authorities are obviously hoping for - that a piece of missile would be found! What then? Maybe we are expecting to find an engravery on the object informing us that the thing is "Made in Germany"?

It could also be of Russian, American or English origin even if that is more doubtful.

”In any case it could not be used as proof of origin. It is known that, during the last war, certain countries were using the trademarks of other countries. Anyway it is understandable that the Defence Staff

would like to have a look at one.

”To a great extent this should be a matter for the Foreign Office.  When, where and to whom has permission been granted to carry out experiments with VX on Norwegian territory? It is close at hand to suspect one or two of our allied countries. But is it fair to play blind man´s buff with our defence?

”What if we asked for an honest explanation before accidents will happen? Shouldn´t there be a mutual understanding between the nations after the war, instead of devilry?

”Is it really that unlikely that somebody would confess to these experiments, that it is not even worth while to ask? 

”As things are now there is a great risk that one of the foreign missiles may hit someone anytime, or an animal, a fisherboat, a parked pram etc. We cannot be sure that they will always crash deep down into a lake or into an inaccessable mountain.

”Even if the missiles would turn out to be without blasting charges it won´t be considered harmless to get hit by one. Maybe the Foreign Office would like to send a diplomatic note and an official protest or possibly a compensation claim to whom it may concern so that the State be spared compensation costs to the widow.

”But to whom should the note be addressed? Nobody knows. All we know is that some foreign power is using Norwegian territory in an unpleasant and unworthy way.

”If the Norwegian Parliament had not been on vacation this question would probably already have been debated. But we do have a foreign minister who is soon going to a peace conference. What if he asked some of the nice gentlemen that he is going to confer with if any of them would know, incidentally, who is battering Norway these days?

”And furthermore - are we not on speaking terms with the big guys through United Nations? Why cannot the head of the department use one of the little telephones in his office and make a phone call to whom it may concern? It would not even have to be during office time - as the matter cannot be considered as deadly serious yet - but he could perhaps make the call sometime in the evening when he could find the time?

”It is not only unpleasant to have these missiles coming in through your windows. Also, they are reminding us very strongly of the fact that these things can be used to wipe out our towns whenever the anonymous consignor finds it convenient to do so.

”They are making our lives unnecessarily unsafe now that we are even beginning to get a better range of products at our Wine Monopoly.

”There are different opinions regarding the origin of the missiles. Some people have implied that the missiles were launched in the Soviet Union or some Russian occupied territory. However, it has now been established that those two which ended up in Mjösa were coming from west, for example from The Shetland Islands, Greenland, USA, Canada etc. 

”Ever since remote control was invented the missiles may have been launched from any country, irrespective of what course they are keeping the moment they are sighted in Norway.

”We all consider it important to find out, as soon as possible, who is violating us so that a protest may be forwarded to the nation concerned, perhaps through United Nations. That is a mission for our Foreign Office and it has to be done before a missile is crashing in our lap.

”Nobody is now trying to explain these phenomena as a result of hysteria, ghost stories, meteors or other natural or supernatural phenomena. Not only do we have the reports from Mjösa and Usken. Similar sightings have been made also in Finland and in the Alps. There have been reports of missile observations all over Scandinavia. 

”It is disturbing to think that while the Norwegian Parliament is on vacation and we are strolling around in Oslo eating ice-cream in peace and quiet, there are metallic cigars falling down all over the country. Before we have even licked our lips these objects may have polluted our country with more radioactivity than we are able to imagine.

”Or should we first start a discussion about the reforms of spelling?”

Translation credit: Telle Lilja
July 22: Second committee meeting.

Censorship imposed.
To be translated...

July 22: Sighting places not publicised
Copy

Defence Staff, Press Dept



Bulletin no 40/1946

TT



To the Editorial office





Not to be published
The origin of the light phenomenons which have been sighted in our country since the beginning of this year is still uncertain. It is however likely that they originate from trials with long distance weapons carried out by a foreign power. It is of great importance to the foreign power that they receive as detailed information as possible as far as trajectories, possible impacts etc are concerned. This information can most easily be obtained through reports published in the newspapers.

From Swedish point of view it is undesirable that the foreign power carrying out these experiments be provided with detailed information. As regards the light phenomenons the commander of the Defence Staff therefore requests that, when mentioning them in the newspaper, the area where they have been observed be restricted to one of the alternatives "northern Sweden", "central Sweden" or "southern Sweden".  The trajectory of the phenomenons should not be published at all. For special reasons it should not be mentioned whether the impact took place on shore or in the water.

The details which are not to be published should however be sent either to the Anti aircraft defence department at the Defence Staff, or to TT who have taken on the task to forward them to the departments in question.    

Except for these special details it is undesirable that the publicity regarding the light phenomenons be restricted. If there should be any doubts please ask the Press Dept at the Defence Staff.





Stockholm the 22nd of July 1946


TIDNINGARNAS TELEGRAMBYRÅ


Gustaf Reuterswärd

The board of the Publicist club agree with this appeal.


Ivar Andersson


Chairman 
To be commented.../AL

Translation credit: Telle Lilja

July 23: Blasting experiments in British zone of Germany

/Stationary of/ The Swedish School Teachers´ Union

To: The Defence Staff, Air Defence Dept, Stockholm

Referring to a TT-message in the newspapers today, reporting  that the guided missiles sighted lately have entered our country from the south, I wish to give you the following information and hope it will be of interest to you.

On Tuesday July 23 I was travelling with a Swiss coach through northern Germany on my way to Basel. A couple of hours south (south-southeast?) of Hamburg on the southern part of the Lüneburger moor (?), in the English zone, we passed an area perhaps 20-30 km of length, where large and relatively new signs warned, in both English and German, of blasting experiments being carried out within the area. Access to the area, which started on the left side of the road, was severely forbidden for all civilians.

I also remember having seen other signs warning the local population for especially powerful blasting trials taking place on July 21 and/or 22.

Due to dense vegetation, brush-wood and bushes it was not possible for me to see anything from the bus as far as military activities within the area was concerned.

Yours faithfully,

Bruno Gustafson

Headmaster

Translation credit: Telle Lilja

July 23: Memo for the Secretary of Defence

To be commented... /AL

VPM

REGARDING LIGHT PHENOMENA ON SWEDISH TERRITORY

1. The Defence Staff was made aware of strange light phenomena on Swedish territory on May 23 both by reports published in the newspapers, and also by reports received from civilian observers. During the period of May 23 - July 8 about 30 reports were received. The Defence Staff has gone through the material but due to the limited number of reports, many of them being incomplete, no evaluation of significance has been made.

Later on a report on light phenomena observed on April 25 has been received.

2. The observatories in Stockholm (Saltsjöbaden) and Uppsala were contacted in order to get the astronomers' opinion on the occurring celestial phenomena. The observatory in Stockholm reported that the large amount of sightings would indicate that, in several cases, the phenomena cannot be defined as meteors.

3. At the beginning of June the Finnish newspapers reported that sightings had been made also in Finland. The military attaché was then commissioned to contact the Finnish authorities in order to get information about these sightings. Later on the military attachés in Copenhagen and Oslo were also contacted. Some information was received from Finland. Nothing was heard, however, from Denmark or Norway. 

4. After that the Finnish newspapers had published reports on numerous sightings during June 9-10  all military units got a head quarter order on June 12 to report all sightings from both military and civilian observers according to a fixed sequence to the Air Defence department at the Defence Staff.

5.On July 9 a large numer of light phenomena were observed in Sweden. In a special bulletin in the newspapers and on the radio the Chief of the Defence Staff requested  the public to report their sightings. For the period July 9-10 about 250 reports were received and thereafter, up to July 21 about 50 reports. 

6. The trajectories observed as from July 9 have been marked on the enclosed chart. As there is no air surveillance organised in the areas where overflights over certain lines at certain hours have been sighted, a reliable estimation of the trajectories is not feasible.

It would seem, however, that observations have been made in certain throughfares, two smaller half-circles heading mainly to the northeast and a larger half-circle heading mainly to the north. In each case the object has passed the east coast at an easterly course.

The sightings on July 9 mainly occurred in central Sweden.

Later a shifting towards the north has been observed.

When comparing the information with Finnish reports it would seem that the missiles were sent off in the Baltic countries heading Scancinavia in a halv-circle.

After June 9-10 the Finnish newspapers have not published any reports on light phenomena, except for a short insignificant notice.

7. The observations can be characterized as fire phenomena,

either "intensely luminuous fireballs with a tail" in blue-white or blue-green colour or "shiny silvery elliptical objects of torpedo shape".

Several reports are describing the object as a thermos bottle.

It is remarkable that the reports on "fireball with a tail" are mainly concentrated to July 9-10 while the torpedo shape is prevailing both before and after this date.

8. The phenomena have been sighted at different altitudes.

With regard to velocity the observations also diverge. Considering the difficulty of estimating these factors no certain conclusions cannot be drawn but it could be the question of rocket missiles with a velocity exceeding the sound velocity.

9. Explosions in the trajectory, split into 5-6 shooting stars, have been sighted in some cases.

10. Several cases of impact have been observed. So far no fragments of metal, as in the cases of V1 and V2, have been retrieved. However, findings of a slaggy material have been retrieved from some ten sites of alleged impact. Analysis of the material is being carried out  at the Defence Research Centre. So far the analysis has proven that part of the findings are identical with known material, without any connection to phenomena of this kind. 

Investigations carried out at alleged sites of impact in the upper Norrland have given no result so far. With consideration taken to local circumstances the prospects of retrieving debris for the reconstruction of the projectiles are not too good.

11. After July 9 matters referring to these problems are handled by a delegation lead by colonel Jacobsson FF as chairman, together with representatives from the Defence Staff, the Air Force, the Defence Research Centre and the Defence Radio Centre.

12. As no impact has been proven, enabling the determination of type of weapon efforts are made to try to ascertain the trajectory of the objects over Swedish territory and also to try to establish whether the missiles are equipped for some kind of impulse excitation. For this purpose the echo receivers of the Army and the Air Force along with FRA, will be made use of. The resources are, however, limited both with regard to quality as for quantity.

Milbef V1 milo have been instructed to take every possible action in trying to retrieve debris from alleged impacts.

13. As it is of utmost importance that possible foreign experimentors do not receive detailed information concerning observations made, the press has been ordered not to publish detailed reports. This appeal has been made through TT, with the recommendation of the Publicist Club.

14. In order to be able to carry out necessary reconnaissance work certain additional means are required, e g for civilian experts, divers and allowances for expenses. The needs cannot be estimated at this moment. The lack of means must not, however, prevent the search. To start with, a sum of say kr 10.000:- should be placed at the disposal of the Chief of the Defence Staff. 

Translation credit: Telle Lilja
July 24: Colonel Ramström a skeptic of ghost bombs...

””BOMB CRASH” AT SIGTUNA EXPOSED AS METEORITE

”- I firmly believe that the many light phenomena in the sky and those ”bombs” which lately have been reported from different parts of the country, is nothing but meteorites and that conviction I intend to keep until something else has been proved, declares the head of the Rosersberg artillery school, Colonel Sven Ramström, to Stockholms-Tidningen

”Colonel Ramström has had his firm belief further strenghtened by a ”bomb crash” recently observed near Sigtuna [see case xxx, July 9], where the remains of ”the bomb”, on close inspection, showed all signs of having come from a meteorite. The find has been sent to the Air Defence department of the Defence Staff. 

”The find from Sigtuna is also interesting because ”the bomb”, in this case, appeared in about the same way as the flying objects which have been observed elsewhere. Eye witnesses describe it as a ball about the size of a cricket ball [Sw. krocketklot]. Behind it was a 2,5 - 3 meter long tail, luminous with all colours of the rainbow. 

”It was a landowner at Brantshammar who saw ”the bomb” and the crash. He reported the case to the police office in Sigtuna and, from there, expert help was ordered from the Rosersberg artillery school. The head of the test department Captain Åke Toll went to the place in the company of Major Sten Ankarkrona and Captain Bengt Ahlström, and they found ”the remains of the bomb”: a piece of iron and two lumps of slag. During the investigation nothing emerged that could prove that the finds came from anything but a meteor.

”Colonel Ramström repeats his personal opinion that ”the bombs”...are nothing but meteorites and thinks one ought to reduce ”the bomb psychosis” presently raging. - People have been upset by all these ”bombs”. It would be better if they would calm down until one really has proof that it is the question of such aerial guests. Meteorites can be annoying, too, says Colonel Ramström, but not so difficult to explain. In fact, the astronomers could, a long time ago, foretell that we right now had to expect an unusually abundant rain of meteors. This is a fact that further strengthens my opinion that ”the bombs” are not man-made.

Source: Stockholms-Tidningen, July 24; also syndicated by STB to many other newspapers.

...and astronomer Lundmark a skeptic of meteors...
- Well, says professor Knut Lundmark, when Stockholms-Tidningen late on Tuesday evening speaks to him at the place where he spends his holidays. I really just know what the papers have written and hardly that, since I have been away in the wilderness. But after what I have read it seems unbelievable that it would be the question of meteorites. 

”It is true that sometimes one can foretell frequent meteoric visitations - and such are not uncommon in the late summer - but if I have read the papers correctly most of these ”meteors” have been sighted in daylight and it is extremely rare that a real meteor can be viewed during the bright part of the day. So, I am mostly inclined to think it is some kind of a projectile. But that, I suppose, the military will eventually find out.”

Source: Stockholms-Tidningen, July 24. Also syndicated to many other papers by STB. 

July 24: Radar reconnaissance launched
To be translated...

On July 27, 16 radar stations were active sometime during the day according to a map and schedule found in the Defence Staff archives: 

Radar site

time
 
Luleå (F21 wing)
10.30-14.30

Östersund (F4)
14.00-16.00 and



20.00-22.00

Väddö (Coast artillery)
14.00-20.00

Uppsala (F16)

20.00-22.00

Vaxholm (Coast artillery)
20.30-23.00

Barkarby (F8)

20.00-22.00

Bromma airport (?)
18.00-20.00

South of Stockholm

   (Coast artillery?)
20.30-23.00

Västerås (F1)

16.00-18.00

Nyköping (F11)
14.00-16.00

Norrköping (F13)
12.00-14.00

Gothenburg (F9)
08.00-14.00

Kalmar (F12)

13.30-15.30

Halmstad (F14)
13.30-15.30

Ängelholm (F10)
20.00-22.00

Kallinge (F17)

20.00-22.00
There were no visual observations reported in these districts on July 27 according to the AFU database.
July 24: French rocket heading for Mars in 1960?
Bulls-INS reported from Paris, July 24, in an article by Lowell Bennett, that French scientists were at work on a nuclear rocketship which ”should be able to travel to Mars in fifteen days”. Professor Alexander Ananoff declared that ”we should be ready for the first flight by March 1960”. Ananoff was reported as being ”Director of the Sorbonne observatory”. In a secret underground factory close to Paris the rocket ship was being built with its first test flight scheduled for the end of August [1946], when the ship will reach an altitude of 120 kms and be brought back to earth by a parachute. No living beings will follow the ship on its inaugural flight. ”The ship is constructed along the same principles as the V-2 and is expected to reach a speed of more than 160.000 km/hour.”  (Östersunds-Posten, July 24).  

July 25: Editorial 

Smålands Folkblad, a local south Swedish paper, published a syndicated editorial article on July 25: (also published by Skånska Social-Demokraten and Piteå Tidning on July 27)

"Ghost bombs or meteorites?" 

”USA is doing experiments with atomic bombs in the Bikini lagoon which yesterday was turned into a boiling maelstrom as the underwater bomb detonated. At the same time experiments with new weapons are being carried out also in other places. 

These experiments are carried out secretly and are not used for propaganda purposes.

”During the last month strange luminuous phenomena, fireballs and silvery beams have been sighted practically all over Sweden. Also impacts have occurred although search in those lakes where "ghost bombs" have been seen to crash, has so far been without success.

”One of the first impacts observed resulted in findings that would imply that the mystical objects could be meteorites instead of missiles.

”The head of the Rosersberg shooting school, Brigadier Sven Ramström, declared in a newspaper article last Wednesday that he was convinced that all "bombs" that have recently been reported from different sites all over the country, are nothing but meteorites. He said he will keep this point of view until something else can be proved.

”At the Defence Staff these celestial phenomena are getting much attention and all observations regarding the strange objects are compiled. The Defence Staff is not 100 percent convinced that these objects are fragments of celestial bodies.

”Their theory is that the objects that are crossing Sweden in both westerly and easterly direction are making a roundtrip over Sweden and that they will finally return to their original point of departure.

”The Defence Staff is convinced that there is no doubt that Sweden is serving as a shooting range for somebody experimenting with missiles. 

”This statement must be considered of great interest. The Defence Staff has been taking things seriously lately which is proved by the fact that published reports on observations do not contain any details concerning the point of observation. The

observations have been made in "Northern Sweden" or "Central Sweden". The same method is thus being used as during the time when Germans were using Sweden as shooting range for their experiments with V-bombs.

”Where do they come from, these new mysterious bombs and what can we do to stop the unpleasant traffic on our territory? The guided missiles we have seen so far have presumably not been equipped with explosives but even so we cannot consider them harmless. We have to put an end to it as we do not want Sweden to be used as a shooting range.

”Aviation reporters of the English newspaper Daily Graphics declared on Wednesday that British and American aviation experts are following the development within the Russian air force with the greatest interest.

”It is reported that jet-propelled aircrafts of German construction are now being built with the cooperation of German scientists in the Russian zone of Germany, and that Russian and German scientists are working together in Peenemünde with the construction of jet-propelled planes, rockets and guided missiles.

”In fact it was in Peenemünde that the German experiments with V-weapons were carried out and therefore it is easy to make parallells with actual observations which would explain the presence of "ghost rockets" in Sweden.

”Let us hope that the Defence Staff will soon finish their investigations on the mysterious missiles so that measures can be taken to put an end to the resumed "ghost traffic" on Swedish territory.

Translations credit: Telle Lilja.

Case xxx.

Aerial torpedoes in the archipelago

Time: Thursday, July 25, at 13.30-14.00 hours

Place: Loskär near Grisslehamn 

On August 7, Gustaf Winberg read an interview with Major Nils Ahlgren and sat down to type the following letter about a sighting he made almost two weeks before: 

”Gnesta, August 7, 1946. To the head of the Defence Staff´s Air Defence department, Major Nils Ahlgren. Stockholm.  On account of todays articles in several morning papers concerning the appearing phenomena, I will, for my own part, like to report that on Thursday, July 25, at 13.30-14.00 hours, while on holidays in Grisslehamn, and at that time rowing out to Loskär in the company of my wife and daughter, I sighted at about 150 to 200 meters distance two aerial torpedoes passing between Grisslehamnslandet and the last-mentioned islet [Loskär] with a northeasterly trajectory. Altitude over the water surface was about 10 meters. Speed possibly 100 km/h. A powerful humming noise similar to the engine of a small aircraft. No smoke exhaust could be seen. Colour light-grey. Both of them went parallel to each other, therefore it is possible that they were linked to each other. Unfortunately we were still in the bay so they disappeared behind the point of land. 

(Sketch by Gustaf Winberg)

”About 2 meters long, about 0,4 m diameter”

”Trying to sketch from memory what we had seen, without confering with each other, we arrived at the same result concerning the basic appearance of the body. We are not clear, however, on the appearance and placing of the wings. I enclose a very simple sketch. 

”This has not been reported to any newspaper or authority before. Grateful if I could have a small note to confirm that this has arrived.  Sincerely, /signed/ Gustaf Winberg.”

Someone at the Staff penned notes about this case into the typewritten tabulation of sightings for July 24-26. The bearing to the object was noted as easterly. The stated speed (100 km/h) does not compare to any of the WWII V-weapons. It seems, no further investigation was made. 

On Sept. 6 Olof Kempe of the Defence Radio Institution (FRA), Swedish equivalent of the American NSA, sent a report to the Air Defence department that between 13.11 and 13.50 a Swedish FRA radio reconnaissance plane had caught radio traffic that ”could have a connection with the radio direction of a remote-controlled plane”. Someone at the staff penned, by hand, ”Grisslehamn 13.30 - 14.00, to be reported to FRA”, on the document. 

Göran Jansson, a Swede who has worked for the supersecret FRA, and who wrote a book (in Swedish) about the ghost rockets (available on the Internet only), notes, without stating his source, that an ”airplane over the Baltic [caught] what one calls ”special radio signals” at the USW (ultra-short wave) band - between 45 and 50 Mhz. FRA believes that this could be the guidance signals for the projectiles at Loskär - something that will never be confirmed.”   

Status: Unidentified.

Source: Letter to the Defence Staff. FRA report of Sept 6.

July 25: A question of psychology?

The following editorial was published by Stockholms-Tidningen on July 25: (and was subsequently quoted by Jönköpings-Posten (July 26))

”METEOR OR GHOST BOMB? Meteor or ghostbomb - that is the question. Colonel Ramström, who undeniably is a sensible man, can, in at least one case, prove that the ”bomb psychosis” has had no basis in fact - a crash near Sigtuna of a fireball with luminous tail proved on expert investigation to be from a meteor. Now it seems undeniably strange if it should suddenly start raining stones from the sky in such numbers as the reports attest to in the last days, in this sense professor Lundmark is also a skeptic, and he should know. But the bomb theory does not seem persuasive, neither. One has difficulty seeing the finesse of, in this way, targeting our area with luminous balls, large as apples. 

”It is also talked about V 1-bombs. So far there are, in any case, no proof of such [bombs] really passing over our country. Such an obsolete weapon is rather meaningless to disturb the neighbourliness with. They already belong among those placed in the Technical Museum. Well, what is then behind all the recent reports? If the Defence Staff can give an answer to that, they have indeed performed a good deed. In any case it is too early, at this stage, to point to any international culprit. It might even happen in this matter that the right expertise is not the military but the psychological. 

July 25: ”Ghost fliers a psychosis”
On July 25, Expressen printed skeptical views from the Defence Staff: 

”CLOUDS, STARS AND ENGINES: GHOST FLIGHTS STARTING TO BECOME A PSYCHOSIS, AIR DEFENCE THINKS. The many ghost flights are  starting to become something of a psychosis and at the Air Defence department one also declares a feeling that people are seeing a bit too much right now. It seems like clouds, stars and even boat engines presently result in reports to authorities, it is stated to Expressen. 

”Any news of substance have not come up these last twenty-four hours, some separate reports have come, but nothing of more substance. The Air Defence department is, of course, thankful for all reports that have reality, but in many regards one compares the present situation, with all [its] ”sightings” of space phenomena, with the earlier ”ghost flier psychosis” over Norrland [in the 1930s]. 

”According to last reports, where there are ball-like as well as oblong things, the visitors seem to have withdrawn to the southern and middle parts of Sweden after the overflights of Norrland, but while waiting for a real find nothing can be said about the mysteries.”  (Expressen, July 25)
July 26: Editorial comment
Editorial comment in the south-Swedish Sydsvenska Dagbladet (published from Malmo) on July 26:

”It seems that the trials with guided missiles on Swedish territory have ceased ever since the newspapers stopped publishing details regarding points of observation. The foreign power who is making these trials does only benefit from trials where the outcome can be measured.

”As long as our newspapers automatically published trajectories and points of impact the trials were intensified. Now they appear to be reduced gradually.

”As regards the report of last Thursday on a missile or meteor having been sighted in the south of Sweden there are still no further information available. In the north of Sweden the uninvited guests are infrequent at the moment.

”There is of course a risk that the trials will be resumed and intensified but we should not encourage these trials by publishing details in the future. However, it is a definite requirement from the public that everything possible is done to find out who is violating the Swedish air territory. Investigations at points of impact could give the clues required.

”As soon as it has been established who it is - if this is feasible - the people of Sweden demand that a sharp protest be forwarded to the nation in question.

”It is as important as ever that any observations regarding missiles be forwarded as soon as possible to The Air Defence Dept, The Defence Staff, Stockholm 90. 

”According to information received by SDS many significant observations have been made by people who, by indifference or ignorance (not knowing where to turn to), have failed to make a report on their sightings. It is, however, of utmost importance that such negligence does not reccur.

Translation credit: Telle Lilja
July 26: Editorial

Another south-Swedish paper, Helsingborgs Dagblad, wrote on July 26:

”SWEDEN USED AS A SHOOTING RANGE” 

”Sweden is not directly affected by the sensational atomic experiments but we are troubled by "flying bombs" on Swedish territory.

”Experts at the Defence Staff have now declared that there is no doubt that at least a part of the flying objects are guided missiles. The Staff considers it important that all details regarding these missiles be compiled. It goes without saying that everything is done to reveal the origin of the missiles.

”Others, also claiming to be experts, have dissenting opinions about the flying objects. Among the sceptics is brigadier Sven Ramström who is well-informed concerning the investigation of a point of impact.

"I am totally convinced that the luminuous phenomena and the bombs that have been sighted lately in different areas of Sweden are nothing but meteorites and I am not going to change my conviction until something else has been proved".

”The astronomer and professor Knut Lundmark doubts that all of the objects are meteorites. It is true that meteorites sometimes appear in large numbers at certain times but normally they cannot be seen in daytime which is the case with those objects that are now appearing.

”Some of the "bombs" were probably meteorites and many others were figments caused by a "bomb psychosis" among the public. Also other flying objects than meteorites can be interpreted as "ghost bombs".

”A year or two ago we had many reports on "ghost flyers" on our territory. After careful investigations most of these observations had to be rejected but there were still many left, unexplained. That is probably the case also now. Some of the observations are of the nature that they cannot be explained as anything else than flying bombs. These were, as we remember, frequently observed here during the last phase of the war, launched by the Germans.

”It is a fact that Swedish air territory is being the target of a downright bombardment performed by a foreign nation. Sweden actually is used as a shooting range and as a guinea pig at trials with new weapons.

”If this is consistent or not with human rights and with correct foreign policy is obviously something that does not bother the sender of the flying bombs.

It has to be considered extremely rude by somebody to send a veritable swarm of missiles on some other nation.

”It cannot be the matter of a mistake or that the missiles are moving at a random course. However, they are probably not that reliable that the risk can be eliminated that they will crash, causing severe damage. That possibility does not seem to bother the sender, either.

”Swedish experts maintain that the missiles are radio controlled which reveals something about the actual level of technique. If there was a war going on the missiles could be sent off to any destination.

We ought to take the opportunity to try out methods of forcing these missiles down or affecting their trajectory. That is the only way we could benefit from this phenomenon, but perhaps we have not reached that far yet, technically.

”There is only one nation who is likely to have launched these bombs. England has probably also flying bombs but why should they launch them over Scandinavia? There are so many other areas that are more suitable, both on shore and at sea.

”It is not probable that England would start an activity like this in peace time without informing the foreign nation. However, it is common knowledge that German scientists are employed by Russia and that experiments are carried out at Peenemünde. Perhaps the bombs are originating from there, as during the German time.

”In any case this shows how little consideration is taken to small nations. We are treated with negligence. A firm standpoint on our side calls for a technical equipment which we probably do not have yet.

”Hopefully it won´t be long until we manage to catch one of the flying objects in which case many details will be clarified. At the moment 12 men are busy digging in the mud of a shallow lake for a bomb that has crashed there.

”One would assume that the Russians have already launched enough bombs at us and that they could now send them in a different direction.

”We now know that they possess such bombs and we assume that is what they wanted to show us.

Translation credit: Telle Lilja
July 26: Editorial

A north-Swedish morning paper, Västernorrlands Folkblad, wrote in a sceptical mood on July 26 (-- and was quoted, in part, also by the Stockholmstidningen published in the afternoon the same day):

”The ghost bombs 
”The missiles that have been observed all over Sweden for some time now are generally called "ghost bombs" on behalf of their soundless flight, but of course they are not what they seem to be.  

"The Flying Dutchman" who was feared by seamen in the good old times and whom many weather-beaten sailors were convinced to have seen with their own eyes, was a ghost-ship that only existed in the imagination of the superstitious.

”But these missiles are surely no figment of the imagination. It is true that there is still a lot of superstition thriving in our so called "enlightened" time and people´s imagination may still surpass both their senses and the physical laws. But the observations that have been made for a long time in many different areas all over Sweden will have to be considered as evidence of the existance of real missiles. Lacking a better name for them we can always call them "ghost bombs", but they are still  tangible material and the result of human production.

”If the Germans had not made trials with guided missiles over Sweden during the last phase of the war perhaps we would have wondered what these things were. Now we know what it´s all about - trial

shootings. And Sweden is the target area, or a part of it. "Ghost bombs" have been observed also on Norwegian and Danish territory.

”Now that we have established that these objects are made by man and that the motive is to launch them in order to learn how they function and how far they can go, it would be interesting to find out where the missiles are coming from. It sometimes looks as if they came from the sky but they do not, not originally anyway.

”No, somewhere on earth there is a launching pad used for these missiles. And in the same place there are officers and scientists working on the launching procedures. Distances and angles are being estimated. And probably notes are being taken concerning points of observation and times of observation. Possibly they are also making notes of the time of return of the missiles.

”Of course this must be an extremely interesting job and of course it must be especially useful to get reports from the target area regarding times and points of observation, which they are getting through articles in newspapers or in some other way.

”But where on earth is this interesting work carried out? We can only guess.

”Perhaps some small island in the Pacific Ocean? That would actually be possible as distances do hardly exist any more. But they are more likely to originate from a place somewhere in Europe.  Finding that place should, however, be very difficult as it is probably concealed behind an impenetrable iron curtain. In case somebody would manage to get inside he would not have to worry about his future or his old age pension.

”We will thus have to accept that we do not know where that interesting work is being done. If somebody would have any suspicions in a certain direction the wisest thing to do is probably to keep quiet. We would not want to spread false rumours - even if the risk of doing so is very small.

”It goes without saying that these missiles are not intended to serve the peaceful development or the future communications. On the contrary - we have to assume that their purpose is to serve in war, not necessarily in war towards Sweden, however. 

”We are doing trial shootings on target boards but our intention is not to shoot against these boards in wartime. In the event of war we could of course hope to find the enemy lurking behind the target boards, which would be an ideal situation as the target area in war would be the same as it was during the exercise. That would make it easy for us as the estimation of distance would be given in advance.

”Also it cannot be considered out of the question that a country that has been used as a target board in peace will also become the real target area in war. This has happened before and there is nothing to be afraid of. But it is important to remind people about this while the trials are still peaceful.

/signature/ E.Ovn.

Translation credit: Telle Lilja
Case xxx.

The Oslo detonation(s)


- revenge on an elderly lover?
Time: Friday, July 26, 00.53 hours (in the night)

Place: central part of Oslo

”MYSTERIOUS EXPLOSION IN OSLO TONIGHT. Two powerful bangs, a strong white light, but no air pressure. - And no report of any damage anywhere in town. 

”An explosion which for the moment turns into a mystery, was noted in great parts of Oslo tonight. It was 12.53 (00.53) when two powerful bangs were heard, which brought people out of their beds, like during the war times, while those people [who were] outdoors were terrified and gathered together asking each other what it was all about. Some had heard just one bang, others heard two. The other one came not a second after the first and was a little weaker, so it might have been an echo. At the same time a strong, white light was seen which lit up the sky and sharply painted the silhouettes of houses and trees. 

”The fire-brigade got no report, but the police had a lot of phone calls, turned out, and searched the town in all directions without finding the slightest trace of the explosion. Even [the editorial office of] Aftenposten was besieged with phone calls, and had people out long into the night, but with the same negative result. And until this morning neither the police nor the fire-brigade had any reports of damages that can be connected to the explosions.

”One of our reporters, on his way home from the editorial office, had come to the crossing between Drammensveien and Huitfeltdsgate, when he heard the explosion. He thinks it was only one bang. The summer night was bright and mild and there were many people on Drammensveien and in Slottsparken [the park of the Castle]. 

”Our collaborator describes his experience like this: The explosion was followed by a strong, white light, which lighted up the whole of the sky over the Castle [Slottet] and the northern part of Slottsparken. It was much brighter than a gleam of light and when I saw the trees as silhouettes against the sky I assumed there must have been an explosion on ground. But this may also have been caused by it [the explosion] having occured far away. It didn´t look like the bomb crashes we saw and heard so many of during the war. I noticed no air pressure and no thunder - it didn´t even clink from the big glas windows along Drammensveien. 

”Walkers in the street soon gathered in groups and started to discuss what they had seen. Some thought they had seen the light over the area of the Harbitzgate, others, like me, thought that it was over Slottsparken. There were even some who thought it was in a southerly direction over the harbour. One of the police cars came up on Drammensveien. I stopped it and got a ride with them. We drove around the city until it was almost two o’clock. Everywhere we met people who had heard the bang and seen the light, but the it was impossible to localize the explosion, and in the end we were inclined to believe that it must have taken place over the city. 

”From the guard at the Castle we learn that they also heard two bangs and saw the light, but there they had the impression that it came from the south and thought that something had happened down in the harbour. When, however, there came people who said they had seen the light over the Castle, the guard searched the whole park [Slottsparken] without finding any sign of anything unusual. 

”We have questioned a number of places in the city and surrounding areas, but everywhere one is just as much without any knowledge about what it could have been. On Frognerseteren [NW part of Oslo] nothing has been noted, neither by most of the police offices of Oslo and Aker. The fire guard at Haukåsen heard the explosions, but had gone to bed, and since it seemed like they were coming down from the city, he didn´t investigate any further. The Air Defence Ispection had, this morning, not had any report. 

”The incident has created a certain uncomfortable feeling and it is only to be hoped that the matter can be clarified.”  (Aftenposten, July 26).

The incident was widely reported in Norwegian, Scandiavian, British and world-wide newspapers. The paper Verdens Gang wrote: ”Yesterday V.G. investigated the case yesterday, but the explosion was yet very mysterious. Neither the Army [Haeren] nor the Naval Command [Marinens Overkommando] had had any report on the explosion and the police had gotten no further in their searches.... The head of the criminal police does not rule out the possibility of a very powerful explosion from some fireworks...” (Verdens Gang, July 27)  

C,G.Broms the Swedish military attaché in Oslo reported the case to his superiors in Stockholm, noting that the reason for the bang had not yet been clarified. (Report nr 74/1946 to the Foreign department of the Defence Staff, July 27).

The solution came a few days later in the form of a tongue-in-cheek article in the newspaper Nationen:

””ROCKET MYSTERY” IN GRANSHERAD CLARIFIED. Recently we brought a sensational report that ”the whole” of Gransherad, the night on Saturday [?] woke up by a powerful explosion which people attributed to one of the mysterious rocket bombs falling in our area. 

”Now the mystery has been clarified, however, and it turns out that it was not so dangerous to our common security as first feared. 

”The circumstances are that a wellknown man in the district, of some 80 years of age, but who has kept his youthly fire alive, had been to Oslo and there duped a dark-eyed senorita and brought her home to Gransherad for them to, in unity, experience the great blessedness of love. 

”However, some of the district´s younger men didn´t like that the man got the needed peace to worship his conquest. Therefore they made their appearance in the night, outside the house of love. First, they disturbed the peace by throwing little rocks on the roof, but when this didn´t have the desired result, some plastic [?] hidden for the next war was brought  out and a proper load was put on the chopping-block. The bang was, as we know, deafening and the whole of Gransherad shook under the explosion. The fair senorita trembled in the arms of the old man. Love had made him young anew and he flew out on the yard to defend the love for his chosen. Here he found the chopping-block completely mutilated, but the attacker had taken to his heels. 

”The reason for the mysterious explosion is now known and the frontier guards are relieved that the district has not been drawn into the sphere of interest of the super powers.” (Nationen, July 30).

Status: Prank

Sources: detailed above.

Case xxx. 
Did a ghost rocket light the fire at the Svartvik factory?
Time: July 26

Place: Svartvik, about 10 km south of Sundsvall.

On the night of July 26 a huge store of timber belonging to the Svartvik sulphite paper mill caught fire. Pulpwood for two months of production was destroyed.  

”GHOST ROCKET CAUSED THE SVARTVIK FIRE? The cause of the fire investigated by the police. No result.  Was the great Svartvik fire caused by a ghost rocket; that question is asked in Njurunda [place of the slag finds on July 9, case xxx]. The cause of the million fire is being investigated by the police and the ghost bomb theory has been advanced, even from police sources, but so far the great fire, which started violently in the night, has not received a final explanation.

”The many ”aerial phenomena”, rocket bombs or whatever they may be, which have appeared lately, have given rise to wonder and anxiety. The order from the military authorities to the witnesses of the phenomena, not to divulge the places or crash-sites, has not contibuted to calm the anxiety. 

”It is clear that one cannot avoid to put certain strange fires and other things in connection with these mysterious, fireglistening objects. The numerous ”ghost rockets” over certain parts of Norrland do not seem to have gone by unnoticed. Thus it is claimed, according to what Sundsvalls Tidning reported the other day, that a violent fire, which happened in an old unused hen-house somewhere in Norrland, is a work of a ”ghost rocket”. The electrical wiring of the hen-house were dead and no burnable or easily inflammable goods were kept in the house. 

”Having taken part of this report it is difficult to free oneself from the thought that even other fires, in recent times, could have come about in the same way. 

”- We have, so far, not found any reason for the Svartvik fire, says head of the fire-brigade Ebbe Carlsson from Sundsvall. The only thing known today is that the fire started in the machine room. That a ghost rocket would have caused the fire catastrophe I think is less probable, even though such [phenomena] have been seen in our area in recent times. 

”Neither chief constable T. Gedda from Njurunda can, today, give any answer concerning the cause of the fire. Of course, in view of the violent outbreak of the fire, the ghost bomb theory cannot be excluded, he says, but then comes the fact that noone has reported seeing any light phenomenon at the time of the fire. Police investigation continues and we hope that light will be shed on the case.” (Sundsvalls Tidning, July 31). 

But TT, the Swedish newswire agency, was more cautioned in their commentary, the same day (July 31): 

”During the investigation of the fire at the Svartvik sulphite factory pulpwood store, when a million cubic feet of pulpwood was destroyed, the cause of the fire has not been ascertained, but a theory that the fire might have been caused by a ”ghost rocket crash” has no credibility with the police. There is no proof at all for this theory. People interviewed have not seen anything pointing to a ”ghost bomb”. On the contrary one has seen the fire start close to the machine room of one of the hauling tracks out on the timber islet. Chief constable Gedda brings to attention that for a long time, before the fire, it was very hot, and a spark which usually does not ignite a fire can [then] have fatal consequences. We have seen this by the many fires along railway embarkments this summer. The state police is in care of the continued investigation, and, as common with larger fires, the Institute of Criminology Research [Kriminaltekniska anstalten] will, if needed, perform some tests. One must investigate shafts and bearings of the machinery at the place where the fire is believed to have started.” (TT newswire nr 20, July 31). 

By August 16 the investigation was over: 

”OVER-HEATING THOUGHT TO HAVE CAUSED THE SVARTVIK FIRE. The Institute of Criminology Research, which has investigated the great fire at Svartvik on July 26 has, in a now official statement, comes to the conclusion that the fire could have been caused by over-heating of a bearing in the transmission of the engine in the machine-house...but this cannot be established with complete certainty...”

(abbreviated from Sundsvalls Tidning, August 16). 

At about the same time as the Svartvik fire, another paper mill (Katrinefors in Mariestad) was partly burnt to the ground, damages estimated to be in the region of 2-3 million kronor. Noone accused ”the ghost rockets” of that fire. The theory can largely be attributed to the paper Sundsvalls Tidning, which had initially published - and played a great role in - the Njurunda crash [of July 9] story. Njurunda is only about 10 kilometers to the south of Svartvik.      

Status: Over-heating

Sources: see story above

Case xxx.
The fire in the hen-house

Time: July 26

Place: Sömlingbäcken, Vemhån

””GHOST ROCKET IN THE HEN HOUSE? Östersund, July 27. (Stockholms-Tidningen). A violent fire with something of a ghost projectile mystique to it, broke out, on Friday in Sömlingbäcken near Vemhån [county of Jämtland]. A hen-house belonging to yeoman Per Ahlgren, caught fire after a violent explosion and burnt down. Persons in the neighbourhood say they have seen and heard a speeding ”fireball”, therefore it is not unbelievable that it is one of them that have crashed into the hen-house. In this there was nothing that could have caused the fire. The was no fire-place and the electrical wirings were dead. The hen-house, with space for 500 animals, had been unoccupied for a long time. 

”Mrs. Maria Västfeldt, who was alone home on the farm, states that she heard a detonation and when she looked out the hen-house was on fire. One is now going to investigate whether there are any traces of the projectile.”  (Stockholms-Tidningen, July 28 and TT newswire of July 27). 

A TT newswire on the Svartvik fire [TT newswire nr 62 of July 31] corrected the story: 

”The ghost bomb theory [in connection with the Svartvik fire] might have arisen from information from [the province of] Härjedalen about a hen-house which, the other day, burnt down without the owner being able to deliver an explanation. An explosion had been heard at [before] the fire, and it was further stated that the electrical wirings were dead, therefore a short-circuit was excluded. It now appears that the wirings were alive. The fire was first observed by people on a freight train passing by. The exploding sound during the fire came from some detonators and nitrolite cartridges [Sw. nitrolitpatroner] kept in the hen-house.”

Status: Fire by electrical short-circuit

Sources: see story above

July 26: Memo to Secretary of Defence on slag finds
Ten cases listed.... to be translated...

July 27: Editorial
On July 27 Helsingborgs Dagblad continued (see July 26) their editorial comments on the bombs, quoting from Arbetartidningen:

"THE GHOST BOMBING"

”The newspaper Arbetartidningen is of the opinion that the ghost bombs are figments of the imagination in order to keep the war psychosis alive.

”Why would the Russians choose Sweden as a target for trials with guided missiles? The purpose of such trials would be to check the precision of the impact, the bursting effect etc. It must be of interest to the experimenting nation to have the target pit on their own territory. The actual benefit of the trials will be considerably reduced if the point of impact cannot be checked.

”The only obvious reason for a foreign nation to use Sweden as a target at trials with guided missiles would be that their own territory is not large enough. This is not, however, the case with Russia who obviously has plenty of space. The distance between Moscow and Vladivostok is 9000 km which would be enough even for a shooting range for guided missiles.

”One can really wonder why the nation in question does not use his own territory for launching trials. Otherwise the discussion is exactly the same as it was during the period of "ghost flights" when the communists blankly denied their participation.

”When the rockets were flying over Sweden a couple of years ago we considered it proved that they were guided missiles. They are now unlikely to be German and at the same time they are denied by the communists.

Translation credit: Telle Lilja

July 27: Quoting Morgon-Tidningen
Smålands Folkblad published the following on their editorial page, July 27, quoting from Morgon-Tidningen:

”Exactly in the same way as when the Germans made trials with their V-weapons, Swedish air territory is now serving as a shooting range for some great power´s secret rearmament. This is the comment made by Morgon-Tidningen (s) with regard to the secretive missiles sighted in different areas of Sweden.

”The missiles have been sighted at many different trajectories. There should therefore be no doubt that they are remote controlled. It is a mystery, however, why the missiles are being sent over Sweden where their trajectories can be observed and where the missiles might crash and possibly be safeguarded, as was the case with the German V-bombs.

”It also seems unbelievable that all of these missiles would have escaped the radio control and wandered into Swedish territory. If the foreign nation who is carrying out these trials would prefer to keep them a secret there ought to be possibilities to guide them over own territories alternatively over the sea or polar areas where an impact would leave no trace.

”It is also possible that they are guided over Swedish territory in order to be observed. Not so much to annoy us but to annoy the other great power in the armaments race that is going on between the super powers.

”The guided missiles on Swedish territory could also give a hint that there are experiments going on at other places than the Pacific Ocean and that there are other secret weapons than the atomic bomb. They could also hint at new methods of remote controlling atomic or maybe bacteriological charges.

”It is possible that the investigations that are carried out in Sweden may clarify the nature of these experiments. It is understood that we will not act as informers at these shooting excersizes and we will thus keep our observations to ourselves.

Translation credit: Telle Lilja

Case xxx.
A sighting from Finland

Time: July 28, at 00.52 hours (local time)

Place: Centre of Perniö. Finland.

The story of the witness given to a Finnish UFO researcher in the early 1990´s:

It was a warm summernight. There were no clouds in the sky. We were on our way home from a woman called Martta whome we had visited. There were three men among us; me, Veikko and a friend (a building contractor). I was much younger then them and I am the only one alive today. Martta, from whom we were on our way home, was also with us and maybe some other women. Martha is still alive, she is little younger than I am.

We had been to a party that´s why we were out so late. I don´t remember that we had consumed any alchohol that night. In any case I was in good condition and my head was clear. 

We stopped for a while, had a conversation, on the country road close to Lampola. While standing there we observed something special in the sky. All of us saw a luminous object which was flying on a very high altitude. I can no longer remember the exact course of the object but since it had already passed over us in the sky when we noticed it in the northwest, I suppose it´s direction of flight was towards the west or the northwest or somewhere in between. 

It was no meteorit because it was flying horizontally and the speed was also to slow for a meteorite. The witness has estimated the speed, altitude and size. If the altidude, only estimated, supposedly was 10 km or about the same as a regular air liner, the object might have been about the same size as a regular air liner. The object seemed fairly long. The object wasn´t visible and additionally it was a bit dark at night. We only saw the light it gave off or reflected. I don´t remember it having a fireflame in the rear. In any case we believed that it was some kind of a rocket sent out by any superpower for testing. The object made no sound what so ever. We followed it in the sky for a couple of minutes before it slowly disappeared out of our field of vision behind the trees and buildings.

I have been a pensioner for almost three years and  have during this period read rather a lot of books about U.F.O:s.... Regarding the light-phenomenon I saw in 1946 I am absolutely certain it was caused by an object which has been manufactured by an intelligent being whether it was a rocket, type V2, made by some foreign government, or something else. 

Status: Probable meteor. 

Source: Lasse Ahonen (editor): Vuosiraportti 92 (Finnish ufologiscal yearbook 1992), pages 50-51. Translation credit: Telle Lilja and Tomas Ericsson.

July 29: Meeting of the committee

CONFERENCE REPORT 

Conference at the Defence Staff on July 29, 1946

Re: Guided missiles over Sweden

Attending:
From KFF
Öv B Jacobsson, chairman

Fld Kjellson



Fld Norén



Fli Malmberg, 
keeper of 

the minutes


From FV/FS
Major Söderlindh


From Fst
Öv Kempff



Maj Ahlgren


From FOA
Avd ch Fehrm



Lab Skärblom


From FRA
Byrådir Kempe



Dr Moberg

”1. Maj Ahlgren gave a briefing on observation reports received at Fst since July 22. Two overflights have been reported from the Stockholm area, one from Karlstad and one from Västerås.

”A report was received on July 22 from Vomsjön in Skåne concerning a tin-like material falling down from the sky and burning the ground. The matter will be investigated by Fo and possible material found will be sent to Fst.

”A report has been received regarding an alleged impact taking place a fortnight ago near a chalet in Dalarna. The matter will be investigated by Falu-Mora Fo.

”2. Reports have been received from FV ER concerning indications from F16 and F17.

”F16: July 21 at 08.51 pm incoming bearing 333 and outgoing bearing 337, distance 34 km - 31 km - 35 km, altitude 3800 m, echo strength 1-2.5-1. The object has thus turned around and returned in the same direction. No Swedish plane was in the area at the time.

”F17: July 24 at 08.55 pm, bearing 131, distance 29 km, no altitude given, speed of the object 480 km/h, echo strength 2, duration 45 sec.

”By inadvertence FV ER-indications were not forwarded to Fst. This will be handled in the future by Maj Söderlindh.

”3. Maj Ahlgren reported that the Cabinet Minister has been informed verbally on July 23 and so has the Foreign Office.

”A memo concerning debris found has been forwarded to the Cabinet Minister by Fst.

”Fst has asked for and received kr 10.000:- to cover immediate expenses.

”4. Engineer Malmberg gave a briefing regarding his visit to the alleged points of impact in Upper Norrland. A separate report has been made on this subject.

”Except for three observations as per report of July 22 one additional observation has been made at Lägenön in the archipelago of Kalix.

”The only place where an impact has been observed is at nr 1 Kölmjärv. The lake is being searched through manual sounding, 2-3 soundings/m2. So far 13.000 m2 have been searched without result. The sounding is continued and on July 29 also a missile-discoverer from KAFT together with an ore prospector from Boliden will be set in.

”If these measures do not succeed the only possibility would be to empty the lake by blowing up a sill of the dam. Air commodore Dahlgren, Ing 3, would not, however, recommend this measure as it would be both expensive and time consuming.

”The observations at 2 (Rödupp) and 3 (Kamlunge) may have been caused by tornados. The one at 4 (Lägenön) may have been caused by propeller waves behind a motor boat.

”Decisions:

”a) Fst will assign Colonel Dahlgren to make a cost estimate concerning the emptying of Kölmjärv or building a demarcation of the point of impact.

”b) No further investigations will be carried out at sites 2-4.

”5. Reader Skärblom gave a briefing of the investigations presently carried out on findings of debris.

”Some slaggy pieces have been received from Glanshammar (Örebro). They were found at a farmyard where they had burnt off the grass on the ground. They must have had a very high temperature as the sand has been vitryfiend.

”Analysis has revealed that the material mostly contains iron but also minor contents of tin have been found. This material does not derive from a meteorite. Analysis will be continued.

”The yellow material has proved to contain coal, hydrogen and oxygen and the auto-ignition temperature is relatively low. Reader Skärblom is of the opinion that the material has an inadequate structure which would be the result of a failed trial or some kind of waste product. It emits very small amounts of gas and leaves large amounts of slag residue.

”Debris received from Stöds, Rosersberg and Lunds are not believed to derive from a missile.

”Decisions: 

a) Engineer Malmberg will pay a visit to Glanshammar in order to get more information.

”b) Existing industries in the Sundsvall area will be contacted in order to find out whether the yellow material could be deriving from any of these companies. This mission will be carried out by FF.

”6. Senior administrative officer Kempe reported that a number of listening controls have been carried out during the last week. The indications can be referred to impulsing. Listening controls will be continued.

”7. If a missile should be found at Kölmjärv for example it will be left on the site and FF will be informed. FF will send a representative for inspection.

”8. All documents concerning this matter are classified by the Commander in Chief. All reports, inspection reports etc from any other authority in charge are to be classified as well.

”9. Fst has been in touch with a German lady who is staying in Sweden at present. During the war she lived in the neighbourhood of Peenemünde and her son worked at Peenemünde. An appointment with this lady has been arranged for July 29 at 04.00 pm. Fld Kjjellson and fli Malmberg will also attend this meeting.

”10. Next meeting will take place on Aug 5 at 02.00 pm without notice.

Stockholm July 28, 1946

Eric Malmberg

Engineer
Translation credit: Telle Lilja

July 29: Meeting at the Air Staff

”THE DEFENCE STAFF 

Air Defence Dept

Section Chief

”Re: Meeting at the Air Staff on July 29, 1946 

”On the basis of Air engineer Malmberg´s report from a visit to Kölmjärv it has been decided that investigations in Norrland will be restricted to Kölmjärv (report to Chief of Staff VI milo by telephone on the same date).

”Colonel Dahlgren has proposed a drainage of Kölmjärv. He will be asked to perform a detailed scheme (Chief of Staff informed on the same day).

”As soon as any fragments or a whole missile is found FF will send a specialist to the site. Engineer Malmberg will go to Glanshammar in order to make an inspection of a finding.

                      
--------------

”At a telephone conversation with Widell, head of division at the Ministry of Defence, he promised that the kr 10.000 needed for missile investigations, which will be placed at Fst´s disposal according to decision at a cabinet meeting on July 26, will be provided by extraordinary allowance. Possible adjustments with regular allowances will be made at a later date.

”Chief of Staff VI milo was informed by telephone that the expenses are to be paid by Fst. Invoices are to be sent to VI milo who will forward them to Fst.

Translation credit: Telle Lilja

July 29: Flying wings and pancakes...
In July, media published pictures and texts on several new American aircraft designs [...seemingly without this having any effect on what was visually reported as occuring in the Swedish skies...]. By mid-July a picture of the V-173, ”flying pancake”, was published by a south-Swedish newspaper [Sydöstra Sveriges Dagblad, July 15]. 

Details of the four-engined prop-driven Northrop XB-35 ”flying wing” was presented with a large picture [Göteborgs Handels- och Sjöfartstidning, July 29] and by way of a syndicated text out of Hawthorne, California [Sundsvalls Tidning, July 31]. The first flight of the 52 meter-spanned ”wing” had taken place on June 25.  

Expressen, the new evening newspaper in Stockholm, published, August 20, some futuristic aircraft designs, including one flying wing, very much like the crescent-shaped object pilot Kenneth Arnold reported in June 1947. 

Swedish aircraft designers presented, in September 1946, ideas for their own flying wing, the 1001. This eventually evolved into the SAAB J-35 Draken supersonic jet fighter. [MorgonTidningen, Sept. 6].

Case xxx.

Two cross-shaped objects
Time: July 30, at 13.22 hours

Place: Filipstad area, county of Värmland, west Sweden. 

A letter in the Defence Staff files is the only available documentation on this case: 

”To the General Staff, Stockholm.

”I wish to make a report concerning a strange object passing over Filipstad on Aug 30 at 01.22 pm. I have not told the newspapers about it as I think it would be inappropriate in case the object would be one of the foreign missiles. The newspapers would not be able to report about it anyway or they would have to give false information. As regards the following I refer to the ordnance map.

”I was in my home which is situated on the crossroads of Finshyttan towards Hagfors and the road  from Storbron to Bosjön. Through a window I saw two objects approaching from the north over the mud- lake Storbrohyttan, heading south.

”The objects looked like a cross of a grave. At the front there seemed to be a cross but without straight lines. The objekt seemed oval, then there was the cross and a long rear end. I did not see the objects separately at any time as they were flying abreast of each other. The thicker parts of the objects were clearly visible, though. Then the objects were passing side by side merging into one picture.

”The objects looked dark but as I saw them towards white clouds I dare not say what colour they were.

”It is also difficult for me to tell the altitude as I have never made estimates of this kind but I would guess that the altitude was abt 400-500 m.

”If it would have crashed at the point where I last sighted it it would have ended up abt 500 m south of Storbrohyttan, close to the Chiller river.

”I could not hear a sound. I ran out onto the balcony but it had already disappeared behind a black thundercloud coming at a low altitude from southwest. I still did not hear a sound. My son also came out at the same time and he did not hear anything either.

”An ordinary aeroplane would most certainly have been heard by us as the distance must have been 1000 m at the maximum.

”The speed was very low and I saw them very clearly with the white clouds as a background.

”If there had not been a thunderstorm going on I would immediately have phoned the military forces in Karlstad and Kristinehamn to alert them, but the weather being as bad as it was I considered it useless.

”The period of time during which I observed these objects was about 10-15 sec. 

”If you should already be aware of the above I ask you kindly to disregard my letter.

Filipstad Aug 7, 1946

Yours sincerely,

/signed/

T Eriksson
Status: Unidentified.

Source: letter in Defence Staff archives. Translation credit: Telle Lilja.
Case xxx.

Finned object seen by conscript

Time: Tuesday, July 30, 15.12 hours
Place: Oscar-Fredriksborg, coast artillery base in the estuary of Stockholm

Note on a slip of paper in the Defence Staff files:

”Conscript 3864-1-45 4171, Wilhelm Jörgensen. Time: July 30, at 15.12. Place: Oscar-Fredriksborg. Direction: over the barracks [SW according to the Defence Staff tabulations]. Course: Westerly. Flying object with short wings or fins. No sound and no fire [exhaust]. Speed greater than jet airplane. Thickest 1/3 from the nose. Distance 2.000 meters, about 30° over horizon (giving an altitude of 1.000 m). The witness has seen a V1 starting as well as a V2 in Germany.” 

The sighting tabulations offer one further piece of information: ”horizontal trajectory”. There is no indication, from the archives, that the sighting was further investigated by the Staff. A radar indication had been reported at the same place (Oscar Fredricsborg) exactly 47 minutes before Jörgensens sighting (case xxx above).

In the summer of 1986 Anders Liljegren attempted to trace the witness [via Captain Lind of KA1, the Coast artillery regiment]. He is a man born June 5, 1925 [thus 21 years old at the time of the sighting]. When checked against the Swedish registry [personal number] Wilhelm Jörgensen is no longer registered, meaning he is either dead, or has emigrated. 

Status: Unidentified

Source: Slip of paper in Defence Staff archives; Defence Staff tabulation July 29-August 2. Minutes of committee meeting, August 5.

Case xxx. Torpedo seen by two customs officers
To be commented.../AL

Customs officers report: July 30 at 4.54 pm two officers at rr 43 noticed a torpedo-shaped object with short wings. Altitude max 500 m. The object came from south but, when positioned above the frontier cairn it turned towards east at a right angle. The velocity was twice the one of an aeroplane. No sound of an engine but a whining sound. No smoke. The object was observed shortly afterwards by steward Edvinson, Bönnkroken, Östervallskog.

FROM THE DEFENCE AREA STAFF OF KARLSTAD

TO THE AIR DEFENCE DEPT OF THE DEFENCE STAFF, STOCKHOLM 

I am sending you enclosed copy of report from preventive officer B G Högfeldt, Bottner to the customs office of Karlstad. An abbreviated version of the report has recently been sent by Military Command area west.

A telephone conversation with Paul Edvinson, ph no Strömsjön 14 , has revealed that no object has crashed on Swedish territory.

Enquiries will be made among inhabitants in the frontier country

Karlstad August 15, 1946

By the order of

ANC Sjunnesson

Captain

Copy    

FROM THE DEFENCE AREA STAFF OF KARLSTAD

TO THE CUSTOMS OFFICE, KARLSTAD

Re: Observation of a missile aeroplane at Römungen
The undersigned has the honour of reporting the following.

On July 30, 1946 we made a patrol to Römungen, accompanied by special preventive officer B R I Johansson.

At 4.54 pm we were on the west side of the lake, about 200 m from frontier cairn 43. Suddenly we heard a roaring in the air, sounding like an aeroplane descending with the engine switched off. The sound came from straight south and somewhat west from the point where we were standing.

Johansson could not see anything due to some trees standing in his way but I saw an object ressembling an aeroplane with regard to shape but being smaller. I estimated the length of the fuselage to be 5-8 m. The wings were placed on the front part of the fuselage (somewhere 1/3 of the fuselage) and they were short and blunt.

The width between the wing tips was about half of the fuselage. I cannot recall the shape of the tail. I could not see any cockpit or a cabin for passangers. The colour of the plane was silvery-grey and the flying speed was abt 800 km/h.

The course was straight northerly and the cruising altitude was abt 500  m. I could not hear any sound of an engine. It seemed as if it was running short of fuel and the speed decreased gradually. When the plane had passed the frontier cairn I could not see it any more due to some trees standing in the way.

We continued our way to frontier cairn 43  where we met Paul Edvinson from Kroken, Boviken. He had made the same observations as we. Furthermore he had seen that, when the plane was abt 300 m within Norwegian territory it suddenly changed its course straight towards east and into a downward direction. 

We have nothing more to report.

Bottner Aug 5, 1946

B G Högfeldt

Preventive officer

Certified ex officio

Anna-Britta Tydén

Attested copy

Ward Ehrndahl 

To be commented.../AL

Translation credit: Telle Lilja

July 30: Ninth shot from White Sands
Swedish media reported on the most recent V-2 firing in New Mexico: 

”NEW ALTITUDE RECORD BY SPACE ROCKETS.

The ninth space rocket of German V2 construction was, a few days ago [July 31, according to Willy Ley: Rockets, missilies and men in space, page 506], fired from the experimental area in New Mexico. The rocket reached an altitude of 165 km, a new altitude record. After its aerial voyage the rocket landed 111 kms from the shooting point... The head of the Air Force´s research department, Calhoun, declared, after the test, that humanity is facing a planetary investigation never before seen. Next autumn a rocket with a vertical range of 280 kms will be sent to collect facts about the stratosphere at this enormous altitude. A special rocket for the transport of human beings will also be constructed, and human beings will be brought outside the earth´s atmosphere without any harm to them.” (Umebladet, August 10; Expressen, July 31). 

Case xxx. Falling object at Vangsta

To be commented.../AL

REPORT CONCERNING A LUMINOUS PHENOMENON

Observed by: Mrs Lisa Specht, farmstead of Vangsta, Häradshammar, telephone no 20

Time of observation: July 31, 1946 at 9.20 pm

Line of direction: East of farmstead

A fireball the size of a child´s head. Vertically declining. Explosion at low altitude followed by an intense flash of light. At the time of crash there was a hollow sound reminding of horses´ hoofs.

Report received through wing aide (?) at F13

From the defence area of Linköping-Norrköping

To the Air Defence Dept of the Defence Staff

At the request of the Air Defence Dept of the Defence Staff I have carried out an investigation and have the honour of presenting the following report.

1. Point of observer: At the time of observation Mrs Lisa Specht, Vagnstad, Häradshammar, telephone no 20, was standing on the doorstep of her house on the south side (as per field map scale 1:100000; the farmstead at "d" in Vagnstad, 1600 m southeast of the church of Häradshammar).

2. Time of observation: July 31, 1946 at 9.20 pm.

3. Line of direction of the phenomenon: east-southeast (as per field map at "r" in Åkerby)

4. Angle of altitude: The angle of altitude cannot be determined but according to the observer the object detonated at a lower altitude than ordinary fireworks usually do.

5. Trajectory: Unknown. The object declined vertically and, according to the observer, it must have come from east or southeast, as she was watching the horizon and would have noticed it in any other direction.

6. The object was dark and no signs of light or smoke could be seen. It declined vertically (see p 4) and exploded at a low altitude followed by an intense flash of light. At the same time a fireball the size of a child´s head detached and continued declining.

At the time of impact the observer noticed a hollow sound reminding of horses´hoofs.

Search of the area revealed that, at the time of observation there were three horses and a foal in the grove where the alleged impact took place. The observer admitted that the "sound of horses´hoofs" could have originated from the horses in the grove.

The "point of impact" was searched very carefully but nothing that could be referred to the luminous phenomenon could be found.

No other witnesses of this event have been traced.


Norrköping, August 5, 1946


/signed/ E Danckwardt-Lillieström


acting Defence Area Chief


/counter-signed/ Claes Jonsson

Translation credit: Telle Lilja

August 1: Former Wehrmacht expert on tests at Peenemünde
Article from New York Herald Tribune to be entered here. 

”RUSSIA BELIEVED TESTING V-2 AT PEENEMÜNDE. FORMER WEHRMACHT EXPERT HAS UNVERIFIED REPORTS. PLANTS ARE IN OPERATION. ........
To be entered....
Sweden and the ghost rockets
  - If I cannot hinder the shooting - I can at least let go             of marking the shots.
 From: Expreseen, August 1, 1946
Case xxx. 

FRA radio reconnaissance staff 

spot luminous phenomenon

Time: August 2, 00.05 (five minutes past midnight)

Place: Ljugarn (island of Gotland, in the Baltic)

The top secret Defence Radio Institute (FRA) has for decades had listening stations on the Baltic island of Gotland, closer to the Soviet Union than the Swedish mainland. Staff from a listening post in Ljugarn, station ”Frida”, spotted a luminous phenomenon and sent the following report to the Defence Staff: 

”Report ”Frida”

1. Time: August 2, at 00.05. Spectators: telegraphists Ulriksson, Granell and Svedberg. 

2. Place of observation: about in the middle of the Ljugarn village. 

3. Direction of observation: about 130 degrees [to the southeast] from the place of observation. 

4. Degree of altitude: about 45 degrees. 

5. Great speed, 1000 [km/hour], maybe more. No sound was heard. 

6. Direction of flight of the projectile about southwesterly. 

7. Length of the light phenomenon, about 100 meters, maybe more.

8. Light: powerful, somewhat violet. 

9. Shape: almost spool-shaped.

10. Seemed to diminish (probably hidden behind a cloud of rain).

11. Cloud cover: Heavy rain clouds (stratos-nimbus). 

”Remark. This time of the day it is usually rather dark, therefore this must be appromixate data. As concerns FRIDA we often catch strange sounds [on radio], but this has been found to be teleprinters, Hell writers, transmitters (of about 2000 [letters]/minute). On the long wave, a lot of carrier waves are always caught. In suspicious cases the observer [telegraphist] stays with the signal for a longer time. 

”Ljugarn, August 2, 1946. Olof Svedberg, head of detachement (FRA).”

Göran Jansson, with contacts within FRA, writes in his Internet book on the 1946 phenomena: 

”FRIDA was an abbreviation that FRA used as a code for a radio reconnaissance project. FRIDA stands for ”Foreign Robot [Swedish word for missile] activities In the Dagö area”. Dagö is an island north of [the island] Ösel - both of them off the Esthonian coast. One [FRA] gave the mission this name since one suspected that the ghost rockets were directed from Dagö. This was not a common knowledge within the ghost projectile committee, but FRA used the code name after having caught suspicious signals from Dagö.”

Case xxx.

The find of an airplane antenna
Time: Friday, August 2

Place: Buatorp, Nättraby (county of Blekinge)

”GHOST PHEMONENON HIDDEN IN A MOSS IN A BLEKINGE WOOD. Parts which are believed to come from a ghost bomb was found Friday evening in a wood in the middle of [the county of] Blekinge. The find was made by an elderly man who immediately reported the thing to the police. 

”On Saturday the object was digged out. It was bored rather deep into the ground. What came into daylight was very much like an oil-can, which in one end had a 50 meter long copper wire attached. The very can weighed about one kilo. The acting policeman didn´t dare any further investigation, since he feared that the metallic box could contain some explosive. Military authorities at Karlskrona have been summoned and promised to investigate the find. There is no doubt that the object has crashed from the sky. Evidently it has fallen from a very great height, judging from the power with thich it has hit ground. An answer from the military experts is expected on Monday.” (Dagens Nyheter, August 4)

According to the TT newswire [nr 72, August 5] the object had bored some 25-30 cm into the ground. The can was about 10 cm long. 

Result of the investigation came the following day:

””THE MYSTERIOUS FIND WAS AN AIRPLANE ANTENNA. The ”mysterious” object found in Blekinge has, according to a report from the Air Defence department of the Defence Staff, been identified as a lost Swedish airplane antenna. The find was made on the grounds owned by farmer Hjalmar Olofsson, Buatorp, Nättraby. The antenna found probably originate from a B3 airplane [Swedish designation for a Junkers Ju 86, almost 90 aircraft owned by the Swedish Air Force between 1936 and 1958].” (Sydöstra Sveriges Dagblad, August 6). 

Case xxx. A spool-shaped object over Nuoksujärvi
To be commented.../AL

The District Attorney of Pajala


C-A 12-3

1946

INVESTIGATION REPORT

Tuesday August 6, 1946

Re: A missile-shaped object sighted on August 2, 1946 in the area of the village Nuoksujärvi, parish of Junosuando, Police District of Pajala.

On Friday August 2, 1946 at 5.40 pm the country constable Axel Karttu in Junosuando made the following report by telephone to undersigned, district attorney of Pajala.

Roadworker apprentice Runo Mattias Lantto, Puoltikasvaara, Gällivare - staying temporarily in Junosuando - together with roadworkers Hjalmar Katajamaa, Junosuando and Sigurd Larsson, Junosuando were working the road Junosuando-Nuoksujärvi.

The time was about 12.35. They report to have seen a spool-shaped object 2-3 m of length coming from southwest, passing above them at an altitude of 400-500 m and at a high speed, continuing towards northeast over the lake Nuoksujärvi and finally disappearing in the woods near the north shore of the lake. A sketch of the area is enclosed.

The observers have simultaneously heard a "buzzing rumble" coming from the object.

After I had spoken to Lantto on the phone and he had confirmed the correctness of Kerttu´s report I immediately left phone messages on the subject to the County Administrative Board of Norrbotten and the Area Defence Staff in Kiruna. Then I left for Junosuando and Nuoksujärvi in person to make a thorough investigation with regard to the observation. 

On the same day in Junosuando

Roadworker apprentice Runo Mattias Lantto, born on Febr 24, 1925, registered and living in Puoltikasvaara, parish of Gällivare,

but temporarily staying in Junosuando, recalls:

He had been employed for four years as volunteer at Ing 3 and after that he passed corporal and sergeant educations. The employment ceased in the autumn of 1945. 

It was August 2, 1946 and the time was about 12.35. Lantto was working the road Junosuando-Nuoksujärvi (see enclosed sketch)

together with roadworkers Hjalmar Katajamaa, Junosuando and Sigurd Larsson, Kangos.

Larsson, who was busy planning the road, was working at the site marked 1 on the sketch. Katajamaa was on the road about 40 m from Larsson, towards Puornuvaara, and Lantto himself was on the northeast road embankment about 5 m from Larsson, towards the crossroads to Nuoksujärvi.

While working in these positions Larsson suddenly called out that an aeroplane was approaching. He also pointed to the sky but Lantto did not notice anything in the sky at once. He, however, heard a "rumbling noise". Guided by the noise he had soon caught sight of an object which moved from southwest towards northeast at a high speed.

When Lantto first saw the object it was moving at a distance of about 1 km from him, at an altitude of abt 500 m. He first saw the object from behind and it was moving over the lake Nuoksujärvi or perhaps on the north side of the lake. Then it changed its course,  made a turn to the left and at the same time it started to descend.

For a moment the object contrasted with the mountain Puornuvaara and it seemed to Lantto as if it disappeared into the mountain. At the moment when Lantto last saw the object it was about 50 m above the ground. After it had changed its course Lantto saw the object from the side. It was cigar-shaped was dark in colour.

It moved with the pointed end forward.

Lantto estimated the length of the object to be 2-3 m. The distance from the site where the object changed its course to where it disappeared out of sight was estimated by Lantto to 300-400 m. 

He heard no sound of a crash in spite of all efforts. He did not see any smoke either, or anything else from a possible crash. The sound of the object disappeared at the same time as Lantto lost sight of it. The period of time of the observation was 20-30 sec totally, out of which Lantto could actually see the object during 10 sec.

Immediately when he lost the object out of sight Lantto clocked the seconds and asked Larsson and Katajamaa to listen for sounds from a possible impact.

Lantto has very carefully located the point of his observation and on the site he would be able to give exact details of the course of the object. 

As to the weather it was clear with sunshine and a soft southeasterly breeze.

The story of roadworker Hjalmar Oskar Katajamaa, born on June 5, 1908, registered and living in Junosuando:

He confirmed the correctness of the information left by Lantto with regard to time and place of the observation and in addition to this he told us the following.

At that special occasion Larsson called his attention by calling out, that an aeroplane was approaching. At the same time Katajamaa heard a buzzing sound similar to the "buzzing from a wasp´s nest".

The sound was softer than the sound of an aeroplane. 

Almost immediately he discovered an elliptical object moving at a high speed from southwest towards northeast. He had noticed the object already before it reached its position above them. It was cigar-shaped and he estimated the length to 2-3 m. The colour was dark.

When the object was above them the approximate altitude was 500 m. He watched it as it moved away over the north side of lake Nuoksujärvi. It made a left turn and a sharp descent. It seemed to Katajamaa that the object went down at the southeast end of the mountain Puornuvaara. He did not see or hear any crash.

August 3, 1946 in Kangos

Roadworker Per Johan Sigurd Larsson, born on May 24, 1919, registered and living in Kangos, recalls:

He confirmed the correctness of information left by Lantto with regard to time and place of the observation, weather, winds and course of object.

He heard a "rumbling sound" in the sky and thought it came from an aeroplane approaching . By calling out he made Lantto and Katajamaa aware of the sound of the object. Larsson himself had immediately noticed the object which by then had reached a position right above him.

It was elliptical and had some device similar to wings at the middle part. The altitude was abt 500 m and it moved at a high speed from southwest towards northeast.

Like Lantto and Katajamaa he saw the object making a turn to the left and a descent towards the southeast part of the mountain Puornuvaara. It seemed  to have disappeared in the mountain. When he lost sight of it it was about 50 m above the ground. Larsson heard no sound and did not notice any smoke or anything else that would indicate an impact. 

-------------------------------------

Accompanied by Lantto, Katajamaa and Larsson I payed a visit to the site of observation on August 3, 1946.  Guided by unanimous details received from the three of them the enclosed sketch was made.

All of them disputed the fact that the object observed could have been an eagle or any other large bird.

Aug 5, 1946
Yeoman (?) Frans Palovaara in Nuoksujärvi 

was busy making hay on Aug 2, 1946 at 12.35 o´clock. The site is marked 3 on the sketch. At lunchtime he heard a "buzzing sound" but did not bother to check the cause of the sound. He did not see any object in the air and did not hear any noise sounding like a crash. Except for this he had nothing of interest to report.

Smallholder Viktor Rova, born on Nov 25,1909, registered and living in Kangos, recalls:

On Aug 2, 1946 at 12.35 Rova was making hay at a site marked 3 on the sketch. For "quite some time" he heard motor rumbling "at lunch time" but as he supposed the noise came from a truck which was used at the roadworks on the road Junosuando-Nuoksujärvi he did not pay any attention to the noise.

At the same time as he heard the noise he saw a "black hawk" straight to the south from him. "The hawk" had an altitude of abt 100 m and was at a distance of abt 200 m from him. He thought it was moving towards north.

Rova just glanced at the "hawk" and went on with his work. He thus did not watch it very carefully. Afterwards he recalls having heard "motor buzzing" for abt 3-4 minutes after his observation. He could not tell from which direction the noise last came.

He did not hear any explosion or any sound from a possible impact during the day. Rova did not wear a watch but he worked the whole day at the same site.

It should be entered in the record that, from previous interrogations in a criminal case with Rova involved, the undersigned has got the opinion that the powers of observation and the memory of Rova are very poor. His observations in this case also seem less reliable.

As far as Lantto, Katajamaa and Larsson are concerned they have an excellent eyesight and hearing. Lantto and Katajamaa are completely reliable.

                           
Ex officio




B Rutfors

Verified and forwarded to the Defence Staff. Copy of the report has today been sent to the General Officer Commanding at VI.

Luleå Aug 10, 1946



Ex officio



Thorsten Aurén

Sketch belonging to District Attorney of Pajala concerning investigations carried out on Aug 2, 3 and 5 of an object ressembling a space missile, seen on Aug 2, 1946 at 12.35 in the area of Nuoksujärvi, Junosuando.

Approx scale: 1:100000

Map/sketch of the sighting area 

Road from Junosuando to Nuoksujärvi-Puornuvaara

Explanations:

1 = the site from where Lantto, Larsson and Katajamaa made their observations

2 = the site where Viktor Rova was at the time

3 = the site where Frans Palovaarra was at the time

  = the course of the object according to Lantto, Larsson and Katajamaa

   =  the course of the object according to Rova (from south towards north)

The shore at Nuoksujärvi (1) is covered with a few needle trees which may have concealed the sight for Lantto, Larsson and Katajamaa

To be continued with CS investigations, etc. 

Translation credit: Telle Lilja

August 2: American rockets over the North Pole winter 1946-47...?
”ROCKET PROJECTILES OVER THE NORTH POLE. New York, August 2 (from the Aftenposten correspondent). This coming winter there will be a lively traffic over the North Pole and the nearby polar areas. The American defence authorities have announced that they plan test shots of radio-controlled projectiles in these areas. It is not stated what kinds of projectiles it is the question of, but one surmises that they are rocket-powered flying bombs like the German V weapons.”  (Aftenposten [Oslo], August 3.)
August 3: ”Defence Staff report to be expected next week”
”By next week the Defence Staff´s Air Defence department expects to be able to deliver a communiqué of the result of investigations made of ”the ghost boms firings”. We will say nothing, as long as we have nothing positive to go on, says Major Ahlgren of the Defence Staff. Reports from all over the country numbering many hundreds have come in to us, and the work, which is particularly thorough, takes time, of course. But report is, as said, coming soon.” (Morgon Tidningen, Aug. 3)

Expressen thought they had more detailed knowledge about what was to come in the report: 

”GHOSTBOMB RETURNS TO BASE, DROPPING AGGREGATES OVER SWEDEN. Next week the Defence Staff will put out an exhaustive report of its observations concerning the so called ”ghost bombs”. The material has been analysed and a careful investigation made. According to what Expressen has learned, there are a number of theories about the type of remote weapon this is the question about. It is possible that it is a remotely piloted aerial projectile of great dimensions which is radio directed over Swedish air territory, but then returned to its base. The ”crashes” noted should, in that case, have come from falling particles of fuel or propellant aggregates which, while in trajectory, has detached from the main body and fallen to ground. But, as [we] said, next week comes the official answer.” (Expressen, Aug. 3)

Source: Morgon Tidningen, August 3. Also in: Bullard: The Airship File. Expressen, Aug. 3. 

Case xxx.
Another cigar-shaped object
Time: August 3, 22.00 hours

Place: Kukasjärvi.

Telephone interview on July 2, 1985 with 

Birger Pettersson, Umeå:

The interview was realized through a neighbour´s telephone (Nils-Martin Arm) who lives opposite of Birger Pettersson´s summer house at Taipaile.

Birger is 57 years old now and he remembers very well his observation even if he has some difficulties describing what he saw. I ask him if he might be able to make a sketch of the object but he wriggles out of it and in spite of my trying very hard to persuade him he does not make a sketch.

Birger was alone at the time of observation. He was on his way home riding a bicycle when he suddenly saw a firelight moving in a straight orbit towards north.

At first he describes it as a fireball, then he says there was some kind of light at the front but he changes his mind again and says it was an oblong object.

- Anyway it was not a shooting star, he says. It moved too slowly. I thought it was strange that there was a light at the front end. I could not hear any sound.

The next day he called the Fo-staff to report his observation.

In the report to the military forces also Per Gustafsson is mentioned  as observer. When I called him up he says he did not see anything. This is also confirmed by Birger Pettersson. When I talked to Per on the phone on June 27, 1985 he said he is interested in UFOs and he promised he would check if there were any other witnesses in the village.

Translation credit: Telle Lilja

Case xxx.
August 3: A case from Finland
Time: August 3, at 22.55 hours (Finnish local time)

Place: Brahestad, northern Finland

The following news item was published in Helsingin Sanomat on Aug 6:

”SPACE MISSILE SIGHTED IN NORTHERN FINLAND”

”Last Saturday evening at 10.55 pm some people waiting for the train at Raahe station witnessed a strange fireball moving from south towards north.

”The fireball had a yellow shine and was seen clearly for about 2-3 minutes and then it disappeared in the direction of Oulu. All of the observers were convinced that it was not the question of a meteor but it must have been some kind of missile launched by man. 

Status: Inconclusive, details lacking.

Source: Helsingin Sanomat, August 6. Finnish-Swedish translation: Heikki Virtanen. Swedish-English translation: Telle Lilja.

August 4: ”Scotsman” on the Scandinavian problems
To be translated...
Case xxx. 

A narrow streak through the sky

Time: August 5, at 15.14 hours

Place: Uttran

From a letter to the Defence Staff: 

/Stationary of/ The Swedish State Power Board

To the Defence Staff

Re: Guided missiles   

The following observation was made on Aug 5, 1946 at 03.14 pm in Uttran.

I am 54 years old and my position is First Administrative officer at the Swedish State Power Board. At the actual moment I was in my summer home at the building site called Norrbyuret 145, together with my wife who is 51 and my son who is 13.

My son who is interested in different types of aeroplanes called our attention to an engine sound which differed from the aeroplanes we are used to hearing.

When I looked up I noticed a white narrow line, approximately in zenith, which was moving at high altitude and with high speed in the direction north-northeast to south-southeast. None of us could, with a naked eye, see anything but the sharp white line, which seemed to move horizontally.

After about one minute when the object was at 45-50 degrees angle (the object - the eye - the horizontal plane) my son had fetched a pair of binoculars with abt 3,5 x magnification. When I looked through the binoculars I noticed that on both sides of the front part of the white line there was something that could have been wings. I could observe this during about 30 seconds.  After that the line was so distant that the "wings" could no longer be seen.

At the same time, approximately, the line changed to an easterly course and within another 30 seconds it had disappeared due to the distance.

As the line seemed to have the same length all the time we did not think it was an aeroplane leaving "smoke" behind due to athmospheric circumstances. In such cases, as far as I know, a long white stripe can be seen. This was not  the case here. After the change of course the "line" was still straight. I would estimate the length to 15-30 times its thickness. it had sharp outlines.

The observation time was thus about 2 minutes altogether.

Uttran Aug 7, 1946

/signed/ G Forss [?]

Address: Box 67, Uttran

Address in Stockholm: Bastugatan 19, Tel 413689

Status:
Source: Letter in Defence Staff files, translation credit: Telle Lilja.

Case xxx. 

Another crash into a lake
Time: August 5

Place:    

To be commented..../AL

KUNGL SUNDSVALLS LUFTVÄRNSKÅR

August 14, 1946

TO THE AIR DEFENCE , STOCKHOLM

I have the honour of sending you a report concerning an investigation performed with regard to an alleged impact of a rocket missile into a lake. This incident has also been reported over the telephone to the Air Defence on August 12. 

On August 5 at about 5.30 pm two woodsmen, J H Näsberg and S Andersson, were sitting in a rowing boat in a lake called V Skinnsjön. They heard a "hissing" sound. At first they thought the sound came from a car travelling on the road, about 1 km from the site.

Then immediately something fell down into the water 75 metres from where the two men were sitting in their rowing boat. They were seated with their faces towards the place of impact and consequently they could watch the whole course of events.

The phenomenon looked like a water cascade coming from a stone of the size of about 0.5 m of diameter. The area of water, whipped up from the impact, seemed to have a diameter of 2-3 metres.

The sound was not like an ordinary splash but seemed more like an "explosion". The phenomenon reminded of an explosion of dynamite under the surface of water. The column of water was spiral shaped, wide at the surface of water and narrowing upwards, the height being about 2 metres. Otherwise the rest of the lake was completely calm. The phenomenon abated after some seconds and

there were just circles of water visible, without any formation of smoke or steam.

The woodsmen continued their way to the other side of the lake but marked the site with an oar. They returned at about 8.00 pm. No sediment in the lake could be seen. The water in the lake is clear down to a depth of 1,5 metres after which at least 3 metres of soft mud will follow.

The woodsmen initially believed the phenomenon to be a tornado but as it did not move and as it disappeared within a moment they assumed it must be something else. Consequently they reported the incident at the end of the week when paying a visit to Fränsta.

The site of the incident was searched on August 13 by  undersigned with the assistance of Captain Ljungdahl. In spite of drags, water binoculars and a home-made diving equipment no trace of a missile or impact could be found. 

Retrieval of metal parts in this way is not possible due to the nature of the bottom. Electrical search equipment would be required.

However, according to my opinion the phenomenon is merely a minor tornado.

R Westlin

Information officer

Captain

To be commented.../AL

Translation credit: Telle Lilja

Case xxx. 

Rocket in front of a car
To be commented.../AL

REPORT FROM A VISIT TO ENKÖPING ON AUG 17, 1946

The purpose of the visit was to make a thorough investigation of an observation of a rocket missile. The following report has been received from Mr Inge Thunman (tel Enköping 217), plumber by occupation.

During a trip by car on the 5th August an object was observed at Klarbo, situated 6 km southeast of Enköping. The time was between 2.00 and 3.00 pm.

A dark object, about one metre of length and with a diameter of 25-30 cm, passed in front of the car. It moved under the telephone wires at a distance of abt 10 metres in front of the car. At the back it had a luminous yellow flame. It made a howling sound and the speed was very high.

During our visit on Aug 17 it appeared that the father of Mr Thunman, who was also travelling in the car, saw the phenomenon as well. His opinion was, however, that it passed the car at a distance of at least 150 metres at an altitude of abt 3 metres.

The object was described as spool-shaped with protruding parts in the rear. 

The course could not be stated precisely but was estimated to be southerly. The car was stopped after some hundred metres but by then nothing could be seen or heard. No traces of impact and no odour could be noticed.

To the south from the road there is a very large cornfield with crops that have not yet been harvested. At present there is no possibility to search the field. If there was an impact in the field the projectile should be discovered after the crops have been harvested. 

If impact took place in the woods an area of several kilometres would have to be searched. This would require a reinforcement of forces. I do not consider this action justified as the information of the object is somewhat vague.

Stockholm August 19, 1946

E Malmberg

Translation credit: Telle Lilja

Case xxx. 

Conscript witness of a ”bomb”
To be commented.../AL

REPORT FROM VISIT TO MÄLLSTEN ON AUGUST 12, 1946

The visit was made in order to verify the information received from [coast artillery] conscript Haglund on a rocket missile sighted on August 5.

According to a separate report the missile was observed by using a measuring device, 4 m stereo, 28 times magnification. In order to check the information received a J9 was asked to fly on four parallel courses on the distances 20.000 m, 15.000 m and 7.500 m.

Evaluation:

1. According to H the object observed on Aug 5 could not have been an aeroplane of a conventional or familiar type. He maintained  that the object lacked wings.

2. The distance at time of observation on Aug 5 was probably 15.000-20.000 m.

3. Course west-southwest.

4.The length of missile was abt 15-20 m. It was longer than a J9 in relation to the thickness.

5. The missile was moving faster than the angular velocity of J9 at 7.500m.

6. The angle of altitude was 3 points (marks?). The measuring device is graded into points (marks?), and an angle of altitude as large as 3 points is not feasible from the gauging station.

The visibility on August 12 was worse than on August 5, as there was heat haze over the water and the sun was shining at an oblique angle towards the gauging station (at 11.00 am). In spite of this the aircraft could be seen very clearly at 20.000 m and the wings and the tail unit were also clearly visible.

Therefore it can be established that a spool-shaped object was sighted on August 5 at a distance of 15.000-20.000m, 15-20 m of length, velocity at least 350 m/sec at an altitude of abt 100 m. It left smoke-rings at regular intervals and had probably no wings. The course was approx west-southwest.

Stockholm August 19, 1946

E Malmberg              

Translation credit: Telle Lilja

August 5: Another committee meeting
”Minutes kept at conference at the Air Administration concerning projectiles over Sweden.

”Attending:

”From KFF:
Colonel B.Jacobsson, chairman


Air director Kjellson


Air director Norén


Air engineer Malmberg, as secretary

”From FV/FS:
Major Söderlindh

”From Fst:
Colonel Bonde


Major Ahlgren

”From FOA:
Professor Ljunggren


Department head Fehrm


Assistant professor Skärblom

”From FRA:
Doctor Moberg

”From the Saltsjöbaden observatory: 


Astronomer Öhman

”1. Major Ahlgren gave a short resumé of incoming reports and steps taken since the meeting on July 29. 

”a) An ER-station [radar station] at KA [Coast Artillery] of Oscar-Fredriksborg had July 30, at 14.30 made a clear observation. The object went on a southerly course, speed 180-200 m/sec, altitude 500-1000 m. [=Case xxx]. At 15.15 a military witness saw an object on a westerly course [=Case xxx]. In this connection, Major Ahlgren called attention to the fact that, several times, an object has been seen on a southerly course and a while later another object on a westerly course. 

”b) On August 1 near Sundsvall, 2 objects [=Case xxx]. One going at high altitude and seemed to explode over the waters, another at lower altitude and seemed completely luminous. 

”c) At Mölnbo [railway] station on August 1 [=Case xxx].

”d) On August 2 at Oscar-Fredriksborg on a southerly course and high speed. [Case xxx]

”e) On August 3 near Visby, Skurusundet and Ålsten [cases xxx, xxx and xxx] 

”f) Near Visby on August 4, fireball in a westerly direction. [case xxx]

”Report from Örebro concerning a bomb crater, proved to be caused by a vein of water [case xxx], and report from Karlskrona of the crash of an object which has proved to be an airplane antenna [case xxx]. 

”An assistant [amanuens] Reuterswärd, from Enskede, had on July 9, at 14.30, close to Guldsmedshyttan, observed a luminous object in a northwesterly direction. At the same time he had been occupied with photographing and, on developing the film, it appeared that the object was seen on the film. This has been enlarged, but no real object is to be seen, but only an oblong spot, directed about 75° towards ground and tapering upwards. [Case xxx]

”The photo has been scrutinized by professor Lindblad of the Saltsjöbaden observatory. The object has the likeness of a so called fireball, but whether it is such an object, cannot be proved, when there is no knowledge of the altitude. 

”In a northwesterly direction from Guldsmedshyttan is the Bofors [armour factory] testing range. It is to be investigated whether, at the time in question, any tests were going on that can explain the object in the photo.

At Kölmjärv [case xxx] work is going on with the powerful ore detector and the whole of the lake is studied in detail. When this has been done and if one has not come to any result, Colonel Dahlgren intends to stop the work. A preliminary cost estimate of emptying the lake has been made and ends at about 20.000 kronor. This does not cover the cost for losses of floating and fishing. Application for emptying should be made with the Water Court [Vattendomstolen], and it could be a long time before such a permit is given. The result of the search with the ore detector is awaited before a decision is made in this question.

”From an earlier crash in a lake to the West of Gällivare, where an object should have fallen in a flat angle and have gone about 200 meters under the water [case xxx], there is now such distinct information, that it is thought justified that, when work with the ore detector has ended at Kölmjärv, this one [the detector] be transported up there [to Gällivare] and a search commenced.

”2. On question from Colonel Jacobsson, if not the lv  [Anti-Aircraft defence] could shoot at these objects, Major Ahlgren thought that it would be too risky of scrap [falling from the sky], and, furthermore, such lv [anti-aircraft guns] is not on active duty except for the A.A. school [Skjutskolan] at Väddö. 

”3. At FV [Air Force] ER [radar units] there have been no indications last week. Owing to the shifting of sightings towards nightly hours it was decided that the last [daily period of] ER [radar] reconnaissance should be altered to 22.00-24.00 through the agency of Major Söderlindh. 

”4. Astronomer Öhman has gone through some of the sightings made, and some of them look like reports from such [people] who have seen celestial so called fireballs. These same are, however, only luminous in the upper layers of the air and do not shine when they come closer and hit the earth. It is thus crucial to know the altitude of the observation. Since the normal yearly number of observed celestial fireballs usually is about 4 or 5, and the great accumulation of sightings only seems to have occured in Sweden, possibly also in Denmark, Norway and Finland, astronomer Öhman thought that it was impossible that it was celestial phenomena. To make special installations for photographing, etc, to prove this [theory] was not thought necessary. 

”On question from Major Ahlgren astronomer Öhman was willing to go through the whole sighting material and point out what could possibly be attributed to celestial phenomena. 

”5. At FRA [Defence Radio Institute] a lot has been listened in, that the radio operators has not been able to explain, and this material is now being analyzed. For this kind of monitoring the telegraphists must go through special training, therefore FRA must work on long-term. Some of the signals might have been generated by experiments at Swedish government and private companies. Through a circulation letter from FF [the Air Administration] this shall be investigated and reported to FRA.

”Of special interest could be the signals tapped from from a B3 airplane at 3 different occasions between 40-50 Mp. 

”a) Flying from F11 [Nyköping] to F1 [Västerås] at 13.41-13.45, and 5 minutes later at a nearby frequency. The telegraphist has, during the war, been on [reconnaissance] flights off Peenemünde and then heard the same signal.  

”b) Near F8 [Barkarby], altitude 800 m, impulse strength 3, same signal, at 11.29.

”c) In the Gulf of Finland, altitude 2.500 m, same signal but considerably stronger, time 12.56-13.02. 

”Device for recording has now been mounted in the above mentioned aircraft. Air Director Norén investigates if not yet another such apparatus can be mounted in airplane from F3 [Linköping air force wing] and if not airplane(s) [of type] B3 can be on duty for a longer time. 

”FRA needs knowledge on new radio navigation methods. This will be arranged between FOA and FRA. 

”6. The analysis with FOA [Defence Research Institute] of found materials have not given any positive result. 

”By way of visits, by Air Engineer Malmberg, at industries in the Sundsvall area it has been proved that the yellowish material [see case xxx] does not originate from them. Head engineer Fürst of Stockviksverken though, however, that there was a certain resemblance, especially concerning smell, with so called cauliflower formations [Sw. blomkålsbildningar], derived from the production of neophrene rubber [Sw. neoprengummi]. For further investigation of this, contact should be established between FOA and head engineer Fürst. 

”Contact with civilian pilot Lindén, who found the material, is taken by FF [the Air Administration].

”7. In talks between a German lady, Mrs. Jansen (see special report), Air Director Kjellson and Air Engineer Malmberg, the first stated that the Russians had rebuilt Peenemünde as a test station. This was also stated by two German refugees, Krohn and Drühl, when questioned by Air Engineer Malmberg in Trelleborg on August 1 (see special report). To get confirmation, the possibilities of long-distance reconnaissance with airplane against Peenemünde should be investigated.  

”8. A newspaper information that a whole projectile should have been found in Denmark should be more closely investigated by Fst [the Defence Staff]. [see case xxx]

”9. The next meeting to be held Saturday, August 10, at 10.15 without further notice. Stockholm, ? August, 1946, /signed/ Eric Malmberg.”

August 6: A military communiqué 
To be commented.../AL

6/8 - Military bulletin

Tuesday, Stockholm (TT), nr 46

The investigation made by the military authorities concerning phenomena sighted in the sky over Sweden during the summer, has not lead to any conclusive results, says Major Nils Ahlgren, Chief of the Swedish Air Defence,  to TT.

In cooperation with the Air Administration and the Defence Research Centre along with other central government authorities, the Defence Staff has made every effort trying to solve the mistery, says Major Ahlgren. The public has been a great help and also the press who have contributed with valuable reports. During the period July 9-12 about 300 reports were received. The number of reports has decreased gradually since then but daily reports are still being received.

Checkups and close investigations, where applicable, carried out on the site,  show that many of the reports must be incorrect. The observers have seen something unusual and have immediately referred the sightings to mystical rockets. In this way a tornado over a lake, for example, has been interpreted as an impact. An aeroplane in the dusk has become a rocket. Investigations concerning some observations reported as impacts have lead to entirely natural explanations. Everyone should very carefully reflect upon their observations in order to avoid a rocket psychosis.

A large number of unanimous and, to all appearances, reliable observations show, however that, in all probability some of the phenomena would originate from some kind of rocket/s.

Having knowledge of the constructions available at the end of the war in this field, especially those of German origin, the more or less fantastic shapes observed should not be inconceivable. So far, however, no parts or debris have been found that  proved to originate from possible rockets. Until this has happended no conclusive statements with regard to the real character of the phenomenon cannot be made.

The findings of slaggy material from serveral sites have proved to be ordinary slag och have thus given no clue. Also they do not originate from meteorites. Even if the theory about meteors cannot be completely refuted it is highly unlikely, according to experts, except for occasional cases.

The large amount of sightings and the usually low altitude would, among other things indicate that the phenomena are not of celestial origin.

One luminous object, photographed by coincidence, could be a meteor, but the analysis has not yet been concluded.

The most probable impact took place in Kölmjärv. Efforts are made to retrieve debris. This work is, however, very hard and could take a long time as the bottom of the lake is very muddy. Every possible action is taken in order to make progress. No decision has yet been made to empty the lake and this will probably not be necessary after the thorough search which is at present being carried out, using ore prospecting instruments etc.

Also other alleged points of impact in Norrbotten are being searched at present. Details on findings from these sites which have been published in the newspapers are, so far, entirely based on vague rumours. 

Reports of observations indicate that the objects would move in half-circles across the country. They enter Swedish territory from the south of Sweden, making a more or less wide half-circle into the country and leave in an easterly direction through Central Sweden or Norrland. It has not been determined whether they disappear into the sea or whether they are continuing in other directions. They could be gyro or radio operated rocket missiles which in some way or other have ended up in Sweden.

Translation credits: Telle Lilja

August 6: New York Post article
Marquis Childs. To be translated (or original?)....

Case xxx. 

Lieutenant Neckman of the Defence Staff reports a ghost rocket
To be translated
August 7: Astronomer Öhman´s report

To be translated (and joined to the July 9 document)...

August 7: Editorial
Expressen, the evening newspaper, wrote August 7, under the headline ”We discuss”...

”THE GHOST ROCKETS”
”The commanding officer of the Air Defence dept at the Defence Staff who has offered the Swedish public so many diversified bulletins during the last month is today revealing what is behind the veil that has recently been covering the investigations of the celestial phenomena. It is a report which is quite up to the standard of the previous bulletins.

”There are some interesting particulars in this report.

One concerns the reports on observations:

”During the period July 9-12 about 300 reports of observations were received. The number of reports has decreased gradually but a few reports are still received every day.

”The observations have been checked and in some cases been subject to a close investigation on the site and it appears that many of them must be false. The observer has seen something unusual and immediately he has related to the mysterious rockets. Thus a tornado over a lake has turned into an impact and an aeroplane has become a rocket. Some reported impacts have, after being checked up, turned out to have quite natural explanations.

Everybody should very carefully consider what he has seen in order not to be seized by a rocket psychosis.

”The little piece of advice at the end is justified; doesn´t the large number of observations hint at a rocket psychosis? The first sensational reports were followed by many more, people´s imagination flourished, their attention was stimulated and encouraged for imitating, their ears and eyes were prepared for recording strange observations.

”Then the charm of novelty wore off, there was less publicity and at the same time the number of reports declined. They did not cease arriving completely but the latest reports do not disturb the impression: What about the notorious hole somewhere in Central Sweden which proved to be

hoof tracks, not to mention the rattling fireballs?

”The bulletin also mentions actual findings:

”So far no parts or debris have been retrieved which proved, with certainty to originate from missiles. Until such proof has been presented no statement regarding the actual type of object or its origin cannot be made.

”The findings of slaggy lumps which have been found in different areas have proved to be ordinary slag and have thus given no clue. Also they do not originate from meteorites. The theory about meteorites cannot be completely excluded but according to experts it is highly unlikely that the debris originates from meteorites, except perhaps for some occasional cases.

”This sounds fairly unsatisfactory. Hundreds of  sighted missiles have only resulted in a piece of ordinary slag in the net! Plus an expert opinion that celestial phenomena can be excluded.

”If we think of the smart way in which the Air defence dept has kept the curiosity of the public alive and the authoritative turns they have taken at regular intervals, when promising people clarified reports on the phenomena, the final bulletin seems to disappear into thin air.

”It is also surprising that the authorities have firm and detailed theories about the character of the strange objects, at the same time as they are declaring that no concrete material is available.

Could the military people have double motives? Is there a desire - more or less intentional - to make the most of the excitement that has arisen among the public? How strong is the influence that can be created in order to affect the political debate in Sweden concerning the military position? The sense of insecurity is kept alive and at the same time a basis for demand of unchanged integrity for the defence authority is maintained.

These questions are unpleasant to put. But the Air Defence dept of the Defence Staff is promoting questions like this through their bulletin.

Translation credit: Telle Lilja


August 7: Right-wing editorial 
Aftonbladet, right-wing paper in Stockholm, commented on August 7: 

”ROCKET, METEOR OR PHANTOM?”

”The Defence Staff has now presented their expected report of an investigation carried out by a commanding officer specializing in atomic weapons. As expected the outcome is rather poor, if not negative. 

”In many cases observers seem to have got seized by an exaggerated imagination resulting in ordinary incidents being reported as ghost rockets. However, some incidents remain that cannot be dismissed that easily. There is something in the sky over Sweden that is moving around in mysterious arched trajectories.

”What could it be? The theory of meteors cannot be completely dismissed, according to the investigators. Maybe this calls for some astronomers to be engaged for further research?

The investigation, however, points to the fact that we are dealing with rockets.

”No actual evidence is available and the investigators are making a reservation in this respect: as long as no debris or parts of rockets have been found, a firm statement on the actual character of these phenomena or their origin cannot be made.

”The term "origin" has perhaps been chosen for diplomatic reasons. If we are dealing with missiles it should not be too difficult to guess their origin. The objects sighted usually come in from the south and leave us in an easterly direction through Central Sweden or Norrland. That would indicate that they are being launched from the Soviet Union or, more exactly from a site in a Baltic country.

”In order to be able to accept the theory about missiles an explanation is needed of the fact that the Soviet union is launching a kind of luminuous rockets, to all appearances harmless, at us. Why would they do that?

”The reason would probably be to scare us somehow. This explanation seems, however, farfetched. It is a wellknown fact that the production of missile weapons has increased after the war and nobody is surprised that also the Russians are controlling these weapons.

”"If the missiles which crashed in Sweden had been equipped with atomic bombs and if they had been directed towards the industries, Sweden would have been completely destroyed", says the American Marquis Childs in a statement.

”That is correct. But that is no news to us that Sweden could be wiped out anytime by some ruthless nation who would like to use atomic weapons on us. We know that. In fact that does not scare us very much. We are not showing any fear that would make us amenable to Russian pressure of any kind. If Swedish people did really suspect Russia of such activities the reaction would probably be quite different.

”If we are being used as a "military laboratory" (this expression is Child´s) we should ask the working chemists to make their experiments somewhere else. There is plenty of room elsewhere suitable for this purpose. The Swedish territory does not have to be inadmissibly used.

”Political compromises do not give us any clarifications. The Russians are unlikely to perform such a systematical ghost campagn towards us.

”This campagn could be the result of a very important psychological misjudgement which would give a reason for us to react differently than we would if the celestial phenomena only were silly-season stories or if they derived from a meteor nest somewhere southeast in the space.

Translation credits: Telle Lilja
August 7: Communist paper comments on the Defence Staff communiqué
Ny Dag, a Communist newspaper published in Stockholm wrote:
”SIC TRANSIT. Yesterday came the Defence Staff´s report on the so called ghost rockets. It states that the psychosis was at its worst on 9-12 July, when ghost rockets were reported from 100 places each day. It was in the worst heat of the dogdays, and while the debate on the Russian trade agreement was going on. Later the energy of the reporters weakened. The Defence Staff who dutifully investigated the reports felt obliged to warn of a psychosis. Thanks for that. Nothing has been found that could prove that our country has been the target of some shooting exercises from abroad. 

”Now we just hope that the Sydsvenska Dagbladet and the other meddlesome newspapers, who, at an early stage, were clear about that not only rocket shooting was going on, but also that it was the Russians who stood in Peenemünde and fired on, are just as eager to report the Defence Staffs results to their readership. This has, on the other side, opened a possibility for the respected papers to ”save their faces” by talking about reasons of probability of rockets really falling down in Sweden. But this cannot hinder that the nose is lengthened here and there among the Swedish newspaper family.”
August 7: Nuclear rockets across 

the earth
”THE US CAN REACH THE WHOLE WORLD WITH ROCKETS. New York, August 8 (TT from Reuter). Remote-controlled projectiles with nuclear warheads that have a speed of thousands of kilometres per hour was prophesized Wednesday evening by the head of the American Air Force´s department for remote-controlled projectiles, General Richardson. Speaking of the flight by two remote-controlled flying fortresses had made between Hawaii and California, Richardson said that the US should be able to direct an attack at almost any point on earth with remote-controlled projectiles. We expect to be able to construct projectiles that have a speed of several thousand kilometres per hour, and they should be possible to control at a distance of several hundred or thousand kilometres.” (Sydsvenska Dagbladet, August 9).

Case xxx. 

Slag in a yard near Orebro
From the FOA lab analysis report: 

Sample no 17

Sample taken on Aug 8, 1946 at Rynninge, Örebro

Received at FOA on Aug 10, 1946, together with the following letter.

"With reference to telephone order from Fst/L on Aug 8, 1946 at 01.25 pm we wish to give you the following information regarding a finding at Rynninge, Örebro . The info was sent to TT  through Örebro-Kuriren.

The finding was made on Aug 8, 1946 at about 08.30 am by Mrs Hilma Wallin, Stadsvägen 21, Rynninge, Örebro. On a visit to Mr and Mrs Wallin the following information was received.

Mr and Mrs Wallin have a house of their own, surrounded by a large garden. When Mrs Wallin opened her verandah door in the morning of Aug 8 at about 08.30 she noticed a number of pieces of coke and slag lying around on the gravel yard. She called her husband, a retired workshop worker named Elis Wallin who picked up the pieces. He could see similar pieces lying around also on his neighbour´s gravel yard.

The Wallins have no children and children usually do not play on their yard. The yard was newly raked and possible traces after visitors, walking or driving, would have been visible. Mrs Wallin could not therefore explain how the pieces had ended up on the yards. In any case they had not been there the previous evening when Mr Wallin was raking the yard.

Mr Wallin confirmed Mrs Wallin´s report. Neither of them had seen or heard anything that could be connected to the findings.

The report was given during the morning by Mr Wallin in person to the editor in chief at Örebro-Kuriren, who informed TT.

An article concerning the finding published on Aug 8, 1946 in Örebro-Kuriren is enclosed.

The pieces found on the yard are being sent separately.

All newspapers in the Örebro area have been asked on Aug 8 1946 to report all possible observations or findings immediately to the Fo-staff."

The samples consist of about ten small coke-like pieces, three small pieces of slag plus a redbrown piece obviously consisting of some organic material. The slag and the partly burnt coke look exactly like the ashes that are being raked out of ordinary heating boilers.

All samples are impregnated on the surface with a grey-brown layer of powder (ashes or a fine dust from the gravel yard).

As to the pieces of coke we have examined the surface of fracture and it has the typical appearance of ordinary coke. Pieces of this kind are frequently found in gravel yards in wintertime when ashes are often used for sanding.

The redbrown piece of organic material emits, when heated, a typical odour of burnt fat. A fresh surface of section emits a smell similar to linseed oil. Also an ether extract of the sample emits this smell.

A qualitative analysis of the ashes with regard to calcium gave a positive result. The ashes dissolve in acid generating carbon acid which would indicate presence of chalk. The examinations indicate that the sample consists of a piece of dried cement or a dried lump of paint.

Source: FOA analysis report. Translation by Telle Lilja. 

August 8: FOA preliminary report 

on 15 finds

To be translated (summary), with references to previous case reports...

August 9: A theory about ghost rockets dropping caterpillars
In mid-July the southern parts of Sweden (provinces of Skåne, Blekinge and Öland) were invaded by caterpillars of the metal fly (or gamma fly). The caterpillars destroyed crops such as rape, flax and sugar-beets. The layer of caterpillars was so dense that cars skidded on the asphalt where the caterpillars had landed. By July 20 the fly had even reached the northern part of Sweden [Norrbotten]. Reports of large attacks of caterpillars came from other provinces such as Halland and Värmland. The Defence Staff received the following theory concerning a connection between the wave of caterpillars and the ghost bombs:

”To the Air Defence department of the Defence Staff, Stockholm. Herewith I would like to state my view that the ravages of the metal fly has a connection to the ”the ghost bombs”. If you order reports from Svalöv [a plant research institute] and pinpoint them with dates on a map of Sweden and compare them to your compiled reports of the aerial routes of the bombs, not their crash points, you will find that the trajectories coincide with the ravaged areas and that the time from the dropping [from ghost rockets?] of the eggs   

to the development of the caterpillars is constant for all places concerned. Further, rather large wooded areas were attacked from above. Report of falling ”leaflets” from a ”ghost bomb” has also come in. Stockholm, August 9, 1946. /signed/ Jan Flinta.

Sources: Letter from Jan Flinta; Värmlands Folkblad, July 19; Sundsvalls Tidning, July 20; Nya Wermlands-Tidningen, August 1.

Case xxx.

Sighting by a FOA employee

Time: August 10, at about 21.57 hours
Place: Lidingö, a suburb of Stockholm.

The following handwritten four-page report is on file with the Defence Staff archives. The witness, engineer Rolf Moore, employed by FOA, the Research Institute of National Defence, later, during the 1950s, became one of the FOA people called upon for investigations of UFO cases. Here is Moore´s report: 

REPORT  CONCERNING A LIGHT PHENOMENON WHICH MAY HAVE BEEN A "GHOST ROCKET"

Observer: Graduate engineer Rolf Moore and his wife, phone no 276532 (work, Försvarets Forskningsanstalt), 205105 (home)

Point of observation: A flat rock in an open location about 50 m north of my grounds at Strömmigen 2, Sticklinge Udde, Lidingö. The site can also be described as abt 400 m east of the northwest corner Taheiti (?) of Lidingö.

Time of observation:  09.57 pm +- 4 min, Saturday Aug 10, 1946

Direction of observation: When the phenomenon was sighted, by pure coincidence, it was seen in north-northeast (approx i the direction towards Rydboholm) at about 60 degrees angle of elevation. It moved towards southeast, that is with about constant elevation.

When it was straight in easterly position it very quickly reduced speed and disappeared behind the horizon in direction towards east. It disappeared suddenly at about 20 degrees over the horizon which was almost free.

Speed: From the moment the phenomenon was observed until it disappeared it made a trajectory of abt 50 degrees over the sky. The whole course of events was about 2 seconds.

The speed at the beginning of the trajectory was about 5-10 degrees/sec, in the middle about 20 degrees/sec and at the end it was very high, maybe 50 degrees/sec.

Appearance: Something like the masthead light of a ship at a distance of abt 200 m and with a diffuse light due to the haze in the air. It also looked like a spot of a searchlight against the clouds, though it was much smaller, less than 1/10 degrees but much more powerful.

Nothing else except for the illuminuous spot could be seen but I had a feeling all the time that it consisted of a navigation light or a small window in the front part of a moving object. At the time I did not yet associate the light with "ghost rockets", I just made the reflection that this illuminuous object could not be a shooting star. When the spot disappeared it seemed to be hidden by the unvisible object.

Colour: Pale, diffuse white, like a spot of a searchlight against clouds or like a masthead light in haze.

Level of brightness: In relation to the stars that were barely visible in the fog the spot of light was very powerful, it was not dazzling though.

Due to the fog the light was softened and we would not, most certainly, have noticed it if we had looked in a direction 45 degrees away from it.

Towards the middle of the trajectory the spot of light was, however, considerably more powerful and would perhaps have caught our attention.

I estimate the level of brightness to be twice the one of Venus at its brightest stage, seen through the same fog.

Altitude: Thanks to exceptional weather conditions prevailing at the time I will try to estimate the altitude of the object.

A couple of hours earlier I had returned from a boat trip on Stora Värtan at Rydboholm. At 07.00-07.30 pm I had noticed a dense cloud bank approaching from southwest over the almost cloudfree sky. The bank looked like typical fog at sea but it was more diffuse and considerably more powerful. In comparison with som ordinary clouds I estimated the bank to be 1500-2000 m of thickness. 

It seemed to be completely homogene from the ground and upwards which was proved later as it gradually obscured the setting sun (which became pale yellow instead of red).

Through this fog we could barely see land at a distance of 5 km towards the light evening sky. When I noticed the phenomenon I had just been watching fireworks at a distance of 300 m. De biggest rockets reached an altitude of abt 100 m and they were not the least diffuse. Other rockets at a distance of 500 m were very diffuse.

As the light phenomenon had the same degree of diffuse light (or was even more diffuse) than the stars in the sky one could presume that it was moving on an altitude of at least 1500-2000 m. It was also probably somewhat diffuse itself (window or something like that).

Trajectory in relation to the stars in the sky 

As the phenomenon may have been a shooting star (not according to my opinion, however, as it was too bright and of too long duration) I decided to try to identify the stars that were faintly visible through the fog. The sky cleared up already after about 20 minutes enabling me to identify some stars. Subject to a marginal of error of 10 degrees I can describe the trajectory as follows.

I discovered the phenomenon in the neighbourhood of Cassiopeija and Perseus and it was slowly moving towards the connecting line between them. Then it moved on at higher speed towards ... of Pegasus (the upper star to the right in the square of  Pegasus) and then turned at high speed towards .... of Pegasus (the lower to the right in the square) where it disappeared. The trajectory was parabolic with "vertex" just behind the point of disappearance, between ... and the horizon. The trajectory was straight at the beginning.

Special observations: When I first noticed the phenomenon the speed varied from high to low in a hesitant way. The reason could be a predominating vertical course with small "guiding impulses" on the sides.

If I would make a guess regarding point of impact I would guess at Torsbyfjärd.

Stockholm Aug 12, 1946

Rolf Moore          

Status: Probable meteor.

Source: Handwritten letter. Translation by Telle Lilja.
August 10: A right-wing extremist view

”Den Svenske Folksocialisten” (The Swedish People Socialist) was a nazi-oriented extreme right wing newspaper [published 1939-1950]. We found the following article from their August 10 issue at the archives of the Foreign Office [Utrikesdepartementet] at the National Archives in Stockholm:

”THE PURPOSE OF THE GHOST ROCKETS? Since now photographs have been taken of the ghost rockets [there was only one photograph, see case xxx] and they have been sighted by officers of the Air Defence [see case xxx] and other persons who are not conditioned for hallucinations or mass suggestions, this should finally have silenced those Soviet lickers, who have tried to impress the world with [the theory] that a great part of the Swedish people had been caught by mass psychosis and were watching non-existing objects in the air.  

”Thursday´s revelation about the photo [case xxx] was especially fatal for the two Russian opportunists Bo Enander of Expressen and dr Eek of Aftonbladet. The forementioned has, on the same day as the rockets were photographed [actually the photo was exposed on July 9], flatly denied their existence, and dr. Eek has declared that they were meteors ”from southeast in space”. There is no southeast in space since it does not have any west or east, these cardinal points only refer to our small rotating earth  and there they create complications.

”Bo Enander is, by the way, the same person who, for several years, tried to portray the ghost fliers over Norrbotten 1934-38 as sheer hallucinations. 1939-40 it was revealed that it had, in the highest degree, been real. Now he has made another faux pas. It is this undiscriminating and unscrupulous licker of a foreign power of violence  that the Swedish Radio for a long time has allowed to comment on foreign news! 

”That the ghost rockets originate from Soviet is obvious. That they are sent deliberately is just as obvious. Otherwise it would just as often happen that they appeared over the British zone, which should be just as close to the shooting points. Why is Sweden the target of these shooting exercises? It can only be because Soviet thinks Sweden is more easily influenced than other countries. And because Sweden therefore shall be the object of a ”Baltification”-attempt according to all the rules of the art. 

”It is not strange if one thinks Sweden is ready. It is the result of the Swedish compliancy, after the ongoing Russian pressure attempts with aerial weapons -- the use of land weapons is hindered by the Baltic, and the Russian Baltic fleet is yet to weak, before the Swedish government has the time to give it [the Navy] the possibility to expand by [way of] free billion deliveries according to the coming ”credit”-deal between us and Soviet.  

”The shooting of the ghost rockets is directly caused by the release of Sidorenko after the Russian bombardment of Stockholm, and that Russian political figures were released into the Balt camps after the sinking of Hansa, and that Sweden fell for the demand for a release of the soldier internees [to Soviet], 

”Now, close at hand, is the enforcement of the Russian credit´s billion tribute to Soviet. In some time, when the world situation has changed further to the advantage of Soviet, it will concern [Swedish] domestic policy changes and bases in Sweden. Step by step the Swedish democracy is forced into the Russian sphere of dependence. 

”Only a hastily growing resistance movement  outside

democracy can break this chain of events before it is too late, and a liberation of the country from the suffocating embrace of the Russian bear will cost us streams of blood.” 

August 10: Report from the Naval attaché in Helsingfors
From The Naval Attaché in Helsingfors, number 135/1946, message nr 71.

To the Commanding Officer at the Defence Staff, Foreign Dept

Country: Finland-Russia

Classification: Confidential

Re: Guided missiles   

1. The French Navy Attaché in Scandinavia, Capitaine de Vaisseau Bienaymé, is at present visiting Helsingfors. He is showing great interest in observations concerning guided missiles. 

He is convinced that the space phenomena observed lately can be referred to V-2 bombs launched at Peenemünde and guided in a wide trajectory over Sweden-Finland and over the Baltic countries.

This opinion is confirmed by observations made in Finland on June 9 concerning about 30 sightings on basis of which it was possible to watch the trajectory from Björneborg with an easterly course towards the Lahti area and then with a south-easterly coursee towards Kotka and further onto the Finnish bay.

From a specification of observations made the conclusion has been drawn that the average speed of the missiles would be 2.700 km/h, to be compared with the speed of the V-2-bombers which is about 3.000 km/h.

2. Except for light phenomena described in memo no 68 of August 6, a report has also been received from a group of officers who observed a white-yellowish fireball at an altitude of abt 5000 m. This observation was made on Aug 7 at 09.40 pm at Sommaröarna off Esbo.

The fireball was visible during 2 seconds in south-easterly direction over the Finnish bay. It was moving at very high speed in a faintly curved trajectory from southeast towards west, reminding of a ballistic curve close to its maximum altitude. No smoke could be noticed.

3. News items on "ghost rockets" are not very often seen in Finnish newspapers nowadays. However, it is not prohibited to publish such observations, according to several publishers asked.

Helsingfors Aug 10, 1946

/signed/ G Sjöberg-Silfverling

Commander 1 degr., Naval Attaché

Source: Defence Staff archives. Translation by Telle Lilja. 
August 10: FOA preliminary report 

on 12 futher finds
To be translated...

August 10: Committe meeting
”Conference at the Air Administration on August 10, 1946 concerning projectiles over Sweden. 

”Attending:

”From FF:
Colonel Jacobsson, chairman


Division head Norlin


Air Director Norén


Air Engineer Malmberg

”From Fst:
Colonel Bonde


Major Ahlgren


Captain Olin

”From FOA:
Director General Björkesson


Professor Ljunggren


Division head Fehrm


Licenciate Eklund


Engineer Rynninger

”From FRA:
Division head Kempe


Doctor Moberg

”1. Fst [the Defence Staff] gave a short summary of incidents since August 5. An average of 10 report per day have come in. Some of these could be attributed to airplanes, but the great part concerns unexplained phenomena.

”Two types of observations can be distinguished:

”a) reports speaking of fireballs with great luminousity and no sound, 

”b) reports speaking of spool-shaped objects, leaving behind smoke but insignificant lights; no sound. 

”Reports are distributed over the whole country but have their greatest concentration on a line Stockholm - Örebro - Karlstad and most common over Stockholm.

”Examples of reports: 

”On August 5 a spool-shaped object has been seen near Landskrona, size and appearance like a cigar on 1 meters distance. No rudder and no wings. It first went on an easterly course, then turned to north-northwest. [case xxx] 

”Same day, between 14.00 and 15.00 one has, at another place, seen a dark object pass over the road 15-20 meters and at about 3 m altitude, in front of a car. It was estimated to be about 1 meter long and 25-30 cm in diameter. It moved with a roaring sound and disappeared over a field. No crash observed. [case xxx]

”On measuring service [Sw. mättjänst] at KA 1 [Coast Artillery regiment] on Mälsten, August 5, at 18.35, a conscript Haglund saw through the measuring instrument a spool-shaped object [case xxx]. The instrument was a 4 m, stereo, 20x magnification. On being questioned at the Air Administration on August 9 the following was stated by H:

”The object came into the instrument at bearing 0445 and was lost in bearing 0570 (bearing 0 = south). It had, in relation to the observer a somewhat going course] (approximately westerly) [? meaning of this is unclear). Height elevation was estimated at 3 scores [Sw. streck] and distance at 20.000 m. Since the place of the sighting is on 40 m height, flight altitude should have been about 100 meters. The object was followed for 13 seconds, and this would then correspond to a speed of about 400 m/sec. H. describes the object as spool-shaped, somewhat thicker in the front and tapering backwards. No wings. The diameter was greater in relation to the length than with a regular ship torpedo. At regular intervals it let out black smoke rings from the back. No sound was heard. The other personnel at the measuring station saw nothing. The object seemed to be somewhat longer than a light-house which is 10 m high and situated about 8.000 m from Mälsten. If it went at a distance of 20.000 m, it would thus be 25 m long. 

”To check on these calculations a J9 [Swedish designation for a US Seversky EP-1 fighter] shall be flown on some different trajectories and observed through the instrument by conscript Haglund. 

”Colonel Jacobsson reported that in Finland smoke rings had been observed without any object in sight. FOA 1 investigates if propulsion according to the V2 principle can create smoke rings. 

”Professor Ljunggren pointed out that projectile could get the required carrying capacity [Sw. bärförmåga] through rotation. 

”2. Major Ahlgren reported that Colonel Dahlgren ends the search at Kölmjärv on August 10. The ore detector and the personnel is moved to the lake near Gällivare and work will start there on August 12. Emptying of Kölmjärv is not recommended. No appliances, except for those [already] up there, are required. The two mine detectors FOA has received should remain with FOA to be used at other places, if necessary. 

”4. The ER [radar] reconnaissance has, during the previous week, not given any result. The service time 22-24 is to be changed to 21-24 through the agency of Air Director Norén. Other [service] times remain the same.

”5. Dr. Öhman, Saltsjöbaden, has studied the received reports and points out that the great abundance of reports on July 9, 10 and 11 could possibly be a large meteor which has exploded over Sweden and split over the country as smaller meteors. The reports on the 10th and 11th should then be attributed to wrong datings. This later [theory] shall be investigated by Fst [the Defence Staff].

”6. A lot of very light slag has been sent in from Örebro. This shall be investigated by FOA. 

”7. KMF [Royal Naval Administration] has offered Fst [Defence Staff] to set up an ER [radar] station of 500 kW with 100 km range against airplanes. It would, for instance, be set up on Mälsten. Of the costs some 3-4.000 kr should be covered by Fst.

”Decision: The station should be set up at Mälsten. This is acted upon by Fst, who also will investigate if not KMF could cover all the costs. 

”8. FV [Air Force] mobile ER-units are ready by August 12. One of them is immediately set up on Torön [southern part of Stockholm archipelago] or in the vicinity [of that place] through the agency of Air Director Norén. Service hours will be 14.00-16.00 and 21.00-24.00. 

”9. Professor Ljunggren has submitted a preliminary report of the investigations of 15 finds. Of these, 11 can safely be said to have no origin from any projectile. Of the other 4 possibly 3 can have another explanation than a projectile, while it is very difficult to explain where the fourth find, the yellow, burnable substance [case xxx], comes from. Investigations of this will continue. 

”In view of the sudden disappearance of the observed objects, Colonel Jacobsson asked if one can expect such an advanced auto destruction [mechanism]. Professor Ljunggren though this was possible. On one hand one might think that the objects are heated so much that they disintegrate, on the other hand one might think of a so much advanced mechanical decomposition that the particles become invisible.

”10. FRA intercepted on August 5, at 13.30, from airplane at 2.500 m altitude, near Ölands norra udde [the northern tip of the island of Öland] the same signal as before. By measuring the maximum power the direction of the sender was estimated to be on the line east - west. 

”The ground [signal] interception should be postponed and resumed when the personnel has been trained. 

”Airplane at F11 with registration apparatur [recorder] is ready to be put in service within 3 days.

”11. The question of photo reconnaissance towards Peenemünde is with the Cabinet [the secretary of defence].

”12. The investigation of similar phenomena in Denmark has not given any positive results. 

”13. Next meeting to be held at FF [Air Administration] on August 20, 14.00, without further notice. 

”Stockholm, August 10, 1946, /signed/ Eric Malmberg”

Case xxx. 

Falling barn blamed on ghost rockets
Time: August 11, afternoon

Place: somewhere in Norrland

”GHOST ROCKET CRASHED A BARN IN A NORRLAND VILLAGE.  On Sunday afternoon, in a place in Norrland, a recently built two-storied barn fell to the ground without visible reason. The farm people heard a sharp report and as they looked out through the window they saw the big building falling like a house of cards and turn into a heap of boards. Since one had, during the day, observed ghost rockets in the district and no other explanation for the fall was possible to get, the incident is connected to the appearance of the ghost rockets.” (Göteborgs-Tidningen, August 12). 

”A TORNADO DEMOLISHED THE BARN. Sundsvall, August 12. At the police inquiry on Monday concerning the on Sunday demolished big barn in a place in mid-Norrland, nothing emerged to indicate that a ghost rocket could have any part in the catastrophe. On the other hand, everything points to [the theory] that the building happened to be in the way of a tornado which Sunday afternoon crossed the district.” (Stockholms-Tidningen, August 13).

Status: Tornado

Sources: noted above

August 11: Allied attachés at the Ostersund airshow
”The flying blowlamp”, the Vampire jet, made yet another appearance at the F4 air force wing airshow at their Froson base on Sunday 11. It started as a rainy and windy day but in the afternoon sun broke through the clouds. 

Thousands of spectators, including the US and UK defence attachés, saw the J-21 (the unique Swedish-built fighter with a pushing propeller in the aft), US-built Mustangs and, finally, the Vampire. ”The contrail of burnt kerosene painted a brown trail on the ground, there was a smell of burnt grass and - whooosh - the flying blowlamp was up in the air... Taking off and reaching 2.000 meters in 6-7 seconds was apparently no act of magic, but yet it seemed fantastic.”  

Source: Östersunds-Posten, August 12.

